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The Dog that Kep’ a Boy 
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NEED not tell you just now the sad stories of 

boys who had kept dogs which had come to the 
ears of good old Uncle Jotham that summer. But I 
will try to give you, as nearly as possible in his own 
homely language, the tale he told the boys of East- 
man, that quiet little village among the hills, one 
Saturday afternoon. 


There was once a dog that kep’ a boy. Now you 
needn't laugh and whisper, and look at each other, 
cause you think I've made a mistake and got things 
upseturvy. I meant just what I said, —a dog that kep’ 
1 boy. You see, things had gone 'tother way sech a 
long spell! Boys had kep’ dogs, and done jest as 
they pleased with 'em, and had it all their own way 
for I don't know how many years,—ever sence the 
beginnin’ o’ things, for ’t 1 know. And—never mind 
how it come about—'twas fixed different that time, 
and iney ‘ranged to try a new way. So this dog kep’ 
a boy. The dog’s name was Lion. He was a big, 
trong dog, like that one you was tellén’ about, Sethy, 
that you see up to the Stony Top House on the moun- 
tain, —mastiffs I guess they call 'em. 

Well, as Lion was goin’ to keep a boy, he thought 
he might’s well keep a good one ; so he went about 
lookin’. 
it up his own way. He thought five or six year old 
would be about right with boys. Dogs is different ; 
their lives is pretty short, you know, even if they go 
on livin’ till they die a nat'ral death, which they 
don't very often, on account o' boys’ little ways with 
‘em. He wanted a smart one, he could learn tricks 
to, and a healthy one, and a good- 


He wanted a real young one, so’s to bring 


natured one, and one that wa' n't scary, 
and a-willin’ one, and a lively one, and 
a patient one, and a lot of easy things 
like that. He looked ‘round quite a 
spell, Lion did, afore he see jest what 
suited him. 

But one time he come upon the 
very thing. He found a litter o’ boys 
named Bassett,—a real nice lot. They 
wes with their ma, one o' the nicest 
women in the whole town, and dread- 
ful fond ‘of her children, and the best 
one of all was Wilbur James. 
little feller, with yeller hair 
curlin’ all over his head, like them 
curls Mosey Banks is makin’ this 
minute out o' dandelion stems split 
open and wet up. And his eyes was 
as blue as them little posies down 
there by the brook,—what do you cali 
em, 


He was 
a cute 


*Lisha? you're studyin’ posies te 


school. Speedvells? Well, blue as 
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speedwells. And his skin was soft and white, only 
there was little bits o’ freckles strimmered over his 
He was 
fat and round. fer he eat a good deal, and laughed a 
good deal, and was took terrible care of, for nis ma 
set all the world by him. 

Well, Lion took a notion to Wilbur James, and he 
made up his mind to have him. He waited till Mis’ 
Bassett had gone out one time, tor he knew she'd 
make a ridic’ lous fuss about it. 


face and hands from piayin’ in the sun. 


‘«Humans’ mothers 
says Lion. So 
when Mis’ Bassett was out o’ the way one time, Lion 
run in softly and catched up Wilbur James and car- 
ried him off. 


is that way, —troublesome creaturs,'’ 


The little fellow kicked and wriggied a 
But Lion didn’t 
He held him tight, and run home 
with him as spry as he could, and there he kep’ him 
for his own boy. 

Now Lion wa'n't a bad dog, as dogs go, but he was 
young and masterful, and hadn't never had any live 
thing all his own afore, and he was dreadful pleased 
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good deal, and hollered for his ma. 
take any notice. 
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He was good-natur’'d, and he couldn't 
a mite sorry for the boy's ma. He 
rec’ lected his own ma, and how much she set by him 
But he put it out of his head 
and chirked himself up by sayin’, ‘‘I left her three 
or four, any way, and I don't believe she'll notice this 
one's gone. I don't s' pose she expected to keep 'em 
all. My ma didn’t keep but one o’ me; the rest was 
drownded.’' But' pears Ma Bassett had reckoned on 
keepin’ 'em all, and she was terrible upset. A dog 
that lived next door to her house told Lion that she 
acted as if she took it every bit as hard as a reai dog 


with his boy. 
help feelin’ 


when he was a puppy. 


would,—whinin’ and cryin’, and takin’ on night and 
day, till # really made him nervy. 

And as for Wilbur James, why, I can't hardly tel: 
you how powerful bad that little feller felt! Took 
away so sudden from his ma and his brothers and his 
own home, and carried off to live with dog folks, that 
talked a different language and had different ways ! 
I tell ye, he was that homesick and mis’ rable ' twould 
‘a’ made-you cry to see it, you bein’ boys too,—the 
same specie o' creaturs. I really believe Lion tried 
to make him feel to home and comfortable, but he 
didn't know how. He done things that would ‘a’ 
made a dog comfortable, but they wa'n't nat'ral to a 
boy. He give’ him part of his own dinner, but 
*wwa'n't the kind o’ victuals Wilbur James had been 
used to, and he couldn't touch it, and that made 
Lion sort o' mad. He shook the boy, and cuffed 
him, and wouldn't give him anything different to eat 
till he'd swoller that. And, deary me, how bad 
Wilbur James did want some of his ina’s bread-and- 
butter and pie ! 

Then Lion changed his boy's name, 
his name his ma'd giv him, and he 
setso much by. Lion wanted a name 
of his own, and he called him Freckles, 
after them little brown specks on his 
face and hands. Wilbur James didn't 
like that a mite, and he wouldn't an- 
swer to it fust-off, but Lion cuffed him 
and boxed him till he'd come when 
he was called. You see, the dog wanted 
to train him, and, bein’ only a dog, he 
didn't know he could do it better by 
bein’ pleasant and nice to the little 
boy, and havin’ lots o’ patience with 
him. Boys know better’ n that, —don' t 
they, Ally ?—when they have little 
creaturs to bring up and learn things 


Robert E. Speer’s “ Thoughts for the Young to. 


Then Lion couldn't seem to get it 
through his head that Freckles didn't 
know dog language, and it riled him 
powerful when the boy wouldn't under- 
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stand him the fust time he spoke. How did the little 
feller know, till he was learnt, that when his master 
said ‘‘ Bow,’’ he meant for him to stand up, and when 
he said ‘* Wow,"' he'd oughter lay down? Stands to 
reason the boy couldn't know it to once, when he'd 
only learnt the talk o' humans up to the day he was 
fetched away from home.” But he was pretty smart, 
and he begun to pick up a good deal o' dog talk, and 
to tell lots more from dog looks and ways. And after 
that he was always havin’ his feelin’s hurt; for Lion 
and his friends and relations talked about him right 
afore his face, as if he was a stone or a stick. Lion 
would tell how stupid Freckles was, and how he 
couldn't learn him anything without shakin’ and hit- 
tin’ him. And then another dog would say, ‘‘Some 
folks think boys have instiricts’ like ‘tis, but I never 
held to that myself."' ‘That 'peared to rile the boy 
more’n anything else. Jest's if he hadn't got some- 
thing as good, or better, 'n instincts ! 

Now, as I said afore, Lion wa'n't a bad dog, as 
dogs go ; he'd never been partic’ lar cruel or onmerci- 
ful afore. But I tell ye, boys, it’s a ticklish thing for 
any livin’ bein’, I don't care who ‘tis, to have the 
whole say, the whole power, over another livin’ bein’. 
It kind o' goes to folks’ heads, and. sets em tryin’ to 
see how fur they can go with the things that's under 
their thumb, so to speak. 

And, ‘nother thing,—mebbe Lion rec’ lected how, 
in the old times, when boys kep’ dogs, they used to 
treat 'em dreadful bad sometirhes. You've heerd o’ 
sech things,—ain't ye, Leslie? So Lion conceited 
he'd try the same thing, now that ‘twas t' other way. 
Twas his turn, ye see. Anyway, he made poor little 
Freckles dreadful mis'rable. He tied him up to a 
post in the yard, so’t he shouldn't run away, and 
sometimes he starved him and whipped him,—called 
it trainin’ him. He tried to cure him of all his faults 
right off to once, and got out o’ patience when he 
couldn't do it. And he tried to learn him tricks, —to 
walk on all-fours, and to holler for a chunk o’ meat 
when ‘twas held up afore him ; and, when Freckles 
didn't understand what he was wanted to do, and 
done the wrong thing, he was scolded and abused. 





But the thing that riled Lion most of all was that 
he couldn't make the boy fond on him. It don't 
seem queer to you, | s'pose, after what I've been 
tellin’ you, but Lion didn't look at it in that way, 
and he was dreadful mad when he see how scaret of 
him the boy was, how he was all trembly every time 
he heerd his bark, how he never run to meet him, 
nor laughed out to show how tickled he was to have 
him come. That riled the dog powerful. Lion was 
a sort o' 'fectionate creatur’,—most dogs is, seems to 
me. They've got their faults, and mebbe they de- 
serve all the punishin’ and disciplinin’ they get from 
boys, but for bein’ fond o’ their friends, and stickin’ 
to them they belong to or have the care on, I don't 
know their ekals. So Lion reely did want his boy to 
love him. ‘I'm takin’ all this trouble,’’ he says, 
‘‘a-learnin’ him and trainin’ him and curin’ him of 
his ways, and he might ' preciate it,’ he says. 

But Freckles didn't. He was a poor, lonesome, 
scary, mis'rablé little feller. He didn't eat, so he 
growed dreadful poor, and lost all his good looks. 
Lion didn't keep him clean and brushed up ; his 
curly hair was all mussy, and his face was all streaky 
with cryin’ and dirt. He'd always been a nervy boy, 
scared o' noises like guns or thunder, or even loud, 
scoldin’ voices, and Lion set to work to cure him o’ 
that. He'd come up ahind him and bark loud in his 
ear ; he'd fire a gun off—dogs had guns in them 
times—tright by his side, and, if he jumped or tried to 
run away, he'd whip him. ‘He's gun-shy,'’ says 
Lion, ‘‘ and that's never been allowed in our fam' ly, 
and I know how ' twas cured."’ 

Well, so’t went on and kep’ a-goin’ on from bad to 
worse, till Lion couldn't bear the sight o' the boy he'd 
took, and the boy'd ‘a’ been tickled if he thought 
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he'd never see Lion ag’in. That's a dreadful bad 
and onnat'ral state o’' things. Boys and dogs was 
made to go together,—that's what I hold. There 
ain’t no better friend for a boy than a good, honest, 
biddable, plucky, faithful dog. And there ain't no 
better friend for a dog than the right sort o’ kind, 
good-natur’d, and, 'bove all, manly boy. I like to 
see them kinds together. “Se does everybody, and 
sometimes they be that way. But sometimes—more 
times, I'm afraid—they ain't 

Lots o’ the trouble Lion brought on his boy was 
jest carelessness,—not stoppin’ te think or rec’ lect. 
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He'd go off playin’ with the other dogs, and Clean 
forget to give Freckles anything to eat, or, worse still, 
to drink. There the poor bey would be all the 
mornin’ or afternoon, as the case might be, hungry 
and thirsty, tied up so’s he couldn't go off to hunt up 
victuals for hisself, lonesome and starvin', very low 
in his mind, and his body too. Or, Lion would forget 
to let him out for his exercise, forget to wash and brush 
him. ‘Twas jest careless like, not stoppin’ to think ; 
but that’s as bad as delib’ rate evil-doin’ in sech cases. 
New York City. 


( Ze be concluded next week.) 
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The World’s Greatest Syndicate 


By Forrest Crissey 


HE greatest literary syndicate in the 
im world is conducted without a penny 
of profit ; its editorial staff receives 
no compensation for services, and 
meets but once a year ; its sanctum 
is as itinerant as the traditional cir- 
cuit rider ; and its total yearly ex- 
penditures would scarcely cover the expense account of 
the average war correspondent for a single month of 
active service in the field, —yet every article prepared 
by this monster syndicate has a circulation of more 
than twenty million copies, which appear simulta- 
neously in every part of the civilized world! And in 
point of influence it may be stated with emphasis that 
no other agent of publicity compares with this unique 
application of the distinctively modern idea of cen- 
tralization, for every copy of its literary productions 
is read and studied with a seriousness accorded few 
other pages. 





The name by which this chief of literary syndicates 
is most commonly known is The International Sunday- 
School Lesson Series, and the vast dimensions to which 
it has attained afford one of the most remarkable and 
striking evidences to-day apparent in the world of the 
vitality and power of evangelical Christianity. The 
wonder of this achievement is emphasized by the re- 
flection that little more than thirty-five years ago the 
Sunday-school where the same lesson occupied the 
attention of all the pupils was the exception, and in 
many schools a half-dozen different lessons were 
taught at the same session to the various classes. Now 
twenty million teachers and pupils simultaneously 
study the same lesson. 

The central editorial staff of this mammoth syndi- 
cate is the American Lesson Committee, which holds 
its next meeting in New York on April 17, 1901. It 
has, however, an auxiliary body of associates known 
as the British Section, to which its work is submitted 
for amendment and concurrence. As the members of 
this section are divided between England, Australia, 
and India, it will be seen that the entire editorial 
organization covers three continents. America, how- 
ever, exerts the dominant influence, for the initiative 
rests with the American committee, and the move- 
ment had its birth in Chicago. 

Simplicity and dignity characterize this body and 
its deliberations. Formalism and red tape are avoided, 
and things move with a quiet speed, which shows the 
organization to be thoroughly in touch with the busi- 
ness spirit of the age. 

Generally the sessions are held in the parlor of a 
hotel, and behind closed doors. They gather about 
a large library table, at the head of which sits the 
chairman, with the secretary at his right. If all mem- 
bers are present, the roll-call is answered by fifteen, 





Reprinted and adapted, by permission, from The Saturday 
Evening Post. See editorial note on page 229 of this issue. 








but it is seldom that all are able to attend. It has so 
frequently happened that thirteen have sat at this 
council table that this occurrence has ceased to be the 
subject of even laughing comment. A few moments 
of prayer and Scripture reading invariably open and 
close each session. Then the secretary reads all the 
important correspondence, and is instructed regarding 
its disposition. This is followed by the presentation 
of memorials and petitions. Scores of these have 
been presented, and some have been both massive in 
bulk and fervent in tone, containing thousands of 
names. Many of the most animated discussions in 
the history of the committee have been in regard to 
petitions. 

Next in routine at each session comes the hearing of 
reports from sub-committees. These are composed 
of men of the ripest scholarship, who are regarded as 
high authorities in the special fields of the two grand 
divisions of the Scriptures. These sub-committees 
usually meet about four months in advance of the 
General Lesson Committee, and prepare selections 
and suggestions to be submitted to the larger body. 
After the preliminary program has been carried out, 
the committee applies itself directly to the task of 
preparing the lessons. 

The present American Lesson Committee was 
appointed in 1896 by the Triennial International Sun- 
day-school Convention, which is the parent organiza- 
tion to which it must render an account of its steward- 
ship. Preparation of the lessons for the six years 
beginning with 1900 and ending with 1905 was the 
responsibility which this committee faced when it met 
for the first time, in Philadelphia, in 1897. The 
most important work came at the outset of its delib- 
erations, —that of laying out the land in a broad and 
general way for the series of six years’ lessons. 

The theme chosen was the life of Christ and of the 


great prophets, leaders, and apostles, —the ‘biographi-’ 


cal outlook upon Bible history, Then came the se- 
lection of the method by which this scheme should be 
elaborated and developed. After much discussion, 
the chronological order of study was chosen as the 
most cohesive, and as offering a departure from all 
former courses. Next came the division of time be- 
tween the Old and the New Testaments. To the for- 
mer was allotted two and one-half years, and to the 
latter three and one-half years, the first eighteen 
months being devoted directly to the life of Christ. 
After this the biographical thread was to be followed 
in sections of six months of study, alternating between 
the old and the new Scriptures. This, and this only, 
was the work accomplished at the initial meeting: of 
the committee. An abstract of the proceedings was 
formulated, and a copy mailed to each member of the 
British section, —six in England, one in Australia, and 
one in India. 

The next gathering of this editorial council was in 
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Washington, District of Columbia, in the latter part 
of 1897. 

‘‘What has the British section done with the 
plan ?'’ was the main question in the mind of every 
member of the American Committee. Anything like 
unanimity on the part of the ‘‘ corresponding mem- 
bers,'’ as they are sometimes called, in the rejection 
of the proposed scheme, would have resulted in its 
abandonment and the preparation of another out- 
line. But the general plan was accepted. ‘Then the 
committee applied itself to a more detailed outline of 
the lessons for the first two years of the period to be 
covered. 

At this stage of proceedings—for the methods of 
the present committee have long been carefully fol- 
lowed, and its history is that of its predecessors—be- 
gins the rigorous process of sifting and selection 
which ultimately results in a series of completed les- 
sons. With regard to each lesson, the first question 
asked is, ‘‘ From what book and chapter shall it be 
taken ?'’ Two things must be rigorously held in 
mind in every consideration directly involved in the 
choice of the lessons. The selections must be held 
high above all denominational and controversial tides 
and issues. For this reason the strong doctrinal por- 
tions of the Scriptures are generally avoided. Not 
less important or imperative is the second requirement 
that every lesson shall be within the mental scope and 
grasp of the average American boy or girl of school 
age, and that at least a portion of each lesson, and 
each Golden Text, shall have a power and simplicity 
sufficient to catch and hold the attention of the tod- 
dlers of the infant and primary classes. After the 
chapter has been decided upon, the next task is to 
select for publication in the lesson leaves and quar- 
terlies those passages in which are crystallized the 
spirit and essence of the chapter. 

Then the focus of selection becomes sharper, until 
it centers upon the one passage which is the gem of 
the lesson. It is seldom or never that a passage over 
which the storms of critical controversy have raged 
is used as a Golden Text. Indecd, it is designed to 
keep the body of the lesson as clear of those verses 
which are fruitful of disputation as isypossible. 

Almost as difficult. a task as the choice of Golden 
Texts is the giving of appropriate names to the yari- 
ous lessons. Here, again, the committee must be 
keenly alert to avoid the slightest shading to which 
the most violent and narrow spirit of criticism might 
take exception. 

When the lessons for the quarter have been chosen, 
the selections are subjected to a critical examination 
regarding their relation to the lessons of the whole 
year. In the same manner the completiou of the sc. 
lections for a year is the signal for a patient re-exaimi- 
nation of. every lesson with special reference to the 
manner in which the year's series fits into the plan 
for the period and for the entire six vears embraced in 
te work of the committee. Then the lessons thus 
definitely selected by the American Committee are 
printed on strong paper, and copies are forwarded to 
the British section. When these come back across 
the seas, with annotations and suggestions, they are 
again subjected to discussion. 

At last the block of one year’s lessons is adopted 
and sent to the first members of what may be termed 
the principal subscribers to the world’s largest literary 
syndicate. These are mainly the great denomina- 
tional publishing houses, the men who have won fame 
as writers and commentators on Sunday-school litera- 
ture, and a few of the foremost primary teachers. 
These publishers and the specialists employed by 
them bear the expenses of the Lesson Committee, 
which generally amount to less than six hundred dol- 
lers a meeting. The experts in primary instruction 
su!yect the lessons to practical tests in private experi- 
mental classes. If-any marked defects in the selec- 
tions are brought to light by this analysis in what 
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may be termed the Sunday-school laboratory, the 
comunittee is given the benefit of the discovery. 

In ample time for the denominational publishing 
houses to print their lesson leaflets and quarterlies, 
the secretary of the American Committee gives notice 
that the series is released for general publication. . . 

There have been thirty-seven meetings of the 
American Lesson Comunittee, these general gatherings 
being divided into more than seventy-five sessions. 
Mr. B. F. Jacobs has been a member of all the lesson 
committees from the origin of the movement, and is 
the only member of the present committee who took 
part in the deliberations of the session which formu- 
lated the first uniform series of lessons. 

This great editorial council has included the most 
brilliant preachers and students of all denominations 
While an at- 
mosphere of seriousness has been characteristic of its 


of the evangelical Christian Church. 
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meetings, these deliberations have been relieved by 
flashes of humor and by unique incidents brought out 
by the contact of men of keen minds and rare talents. 
There was no member of this little parliament who 
was ever more unfailingly relied upon to lighten its 
labors with words which brought a smile to every face, 
than the great Dr. John Hall. 

On one occasion a long discussion had been carried 
on in regard to the advisability of beginning a series 
of lessons in the middle of the New Testament. 
Dr. Hall had remained silent, but when the last 
speaker had concluded he remarked, in his most 
serious tone : 

‘« Brethren, | hope you'll not do it. 
this, the whole thing will be laid at my door, for the 
public will say that none but an Irishman would be- 
gin a book in the middle,—and I'm the only Irish- 
man on the committee !'' 


If you do 


oe 


The Rainy-Day Club 


By Jay Benson 


WENTY young ladies in a village 
received a little note in the same 
mail. It was as follows : 

DEAR FRIEND: 

Will you meet the young ladies of 
our church, at my residence, to-morrow 
at 2 P. M., to organize a ‘* Rainy-Day 
Club"’? 

Ella White, the writer of the letters, was a very 
popular young woman, who had just returned from a 
visit of several weeks to a neighboring city. Every 
recipient of the mysterious letter was interested. Those 
who saw each other before the time of meeting had 
many questions to-#sk, which no one could answer. 
But at the hour appointed every girl was in her place. 
They talked about everything else but the one thing 
that filled every mind, until all were assembled. 
Then a chorus of voices almost in unison exclaimed : 

‘« Will our old dresses do, or shall we have to get 
new ones, with a uniform color and pattern ?”’ 

Ella smiled mysteriously as she said : 

‘« Let me tell you a story. My cousin in the city, 
whose guest I have been for several weeks, is an en- 
thusiastic golf-player. She tried to teach me the 
game, but did not succeed very well. 1 have to ac- 
knowledge I hacked my pretty white ball shamefuily, 
and dug some surprising holes in the green turf, while 
I was learning. At last I began to be enthusiastic 
myself, and, if I had stayed long enough, I might 
have become golf-crazy too. 

**One Saturday we had a merry party appointed for 
the yolf-links. When the day came, it was drizzly, 
with a raw, cold air that threatened to spoil our game. 
We all met at the appointed place for starting, and 
waited a bit to discuss the question whether or not to 
go. One jolly, sturdy girl laughingly said : 

«I’m not going to be cheated out of my sport 
by a miserable little drizzle. I am well protected 
from rain. My mackintosh and rubbers make me 
independent of the damp, whether it comes from above 
or below. I move we play in the rain. It will be 
something new, and splendid fun.’ 

‘A hearty shout of approval was the answer. It 
We did 
not mind the rain a bit, and we had the most enjoy- 


was declared carried by a unanimous vote. 


able party of the season. The next day it rained. 
My cousin said : 

‘¢ «Isn't it too bad to have it rain on Sunday? It 
is so slow and poky to stay at home all day !' 

‘«« Why not go to church on rainy Sundays as well 
as play-golf on a.rainy Saturday ?' I asked. 

‘««The idea! You can't wear your. good clothés to 


Hamilton, D.D. 


church in the rain. I never think of going when it is 
In fact, I never thought much about 
it, —whether it was right or not. But it doesn’t seem 
just the thing to be able to play golf in the rain, 
and stay at home from church because it rains. Let's 
hurry and dress in something that water won't hurt, 
and go to church. 


wet or stormy. 


How surprised our pastor will be 
to have some one in our pew on a rainy Sunday !' 

‘*The congregation was very small. Not a young 
girl of our crowd was there, The -yourng men we 
knew were also absent, with one or two exceptions, 
who were astonished to see us, and congratulated us 
on our courage. The pastor did not do himself jus- 
tice. He seemed greatly depressed. He brightened 
up a bit at the end, and at the close of the service 
came to us and thanked us for coming out. My 
cousin seemed ashamed when the minister said, with 
a faint smile : 

‘* «It does not rain quite as hard as it did yester- 
day, but a Sunday rain at church time is always wetter 
than a Saturday rain on the golf-links.’ 

‘*Neither of* us spoke as we walked home fru.n 
church. We sat for a while in our room, thinking 
seriously, but saying nothing. Suddenly my cousin 
sprang to her feet, and shouted : 

‘«*FEureka! I have found it! I will organize a 
Rainy-Day 7.ub.' We will get every young man 
and woman in the congregation to join, and agree 
never to miss attending church on a rainy Sunday 
unless prevented by illness.’ 

‘« The Rainy-Day Club was organized, and was a 
great success. Over a hundred young people were 
pledged to attend church rainy Sundays, and invite 
others to do so. The largest congregations are on 
rainy days. ; 

‘* Now you girls understand what kind of a Rainy- 
Day Club I wish to organize. The first Sunday after 
I came home was a rainy day. Not one of you was 
at church. The congregation was less than one-fourth 
the usual number. The choir omitted all their new 
music. The pastor seemed so heavy-hearted that | 
thought at one time he would break down. We can 
change all that if you will help organize the club."’ 

rd 

The idea was approved enthusiastically. The girls 
determined to pledge everybody to secrecy so that 
they might have a delightful surprise for their pastor. 
They took the choir into their confidence; and the 
chorister began to prepare a program of choice music. 
They divided the church and congregation into 
twenty divisions. Each girl took one division, and 
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visited every person, and fully explained the plan. 
There was not a single objector ‘in the whole parish. 

After the organization was completed and the pro- 
gram arranged, the weather persisted in. remaining 
fair and pleasant. Some of the girls were discour- 
aged. ‘They were afraid the enthusiasm would die 
out before it could be exhibited. But at last Old 
Probability predicted a regular cyclone. The fearful 
velocity of the wind, the terrific rainfall which the 
forecast announced, frightened the Rainy-Day Club 
at first. One girl, who had been enthusiastic from 
the beginning, said a little petulantly : 

‘‘We have been praying for rain, but we didn't 
want a hurricane. It's just the way with you girls ; 
you always over-do the thing. If you had-been mod- 
erate in your enthusiasm, we might have had a de- 
lightful storm, and water not too deep to wade through. 
Now we are to have a deluge, and how are we to go 
to church when not half of us can swim ?”’ 

Sunday morning dawned, and found the town just 
in the outer rim of the sweep of the storm. The 
weather was bad enough to nerve everybody to extra 
effort, but not bad enough to discourage anybody. 
Beginning about nine o'clock, a stream of uncouth- 
looking individuals, with bundles and umbrellas, 
began to struggle through the wind and rain toward 
the church, Every girl had a flowering plant. The 
local florist, who had learned of the plan the night 
before, sent a dozen of his finest palms. Nearly 
every home had co-operated in sending decorations, so 
that the pretty church was a mass of plants, palms, 
bouquets, and flags. Everybody was on hand early, 
and quietly seated before the organ began to play the 
opening voluntary. 

As the organ voluntary began, the pastor's study- 
door opened. He stepped inside the audience-room, 
and was so astonished that he stood still and looked 
around, He looked at the crowded church, noticed 
the beautiful decorations, and then saw by the smiling 
faces of the people that his surprise only increased 
their pleasure and delight. One enthusiastic young 
member of the club clapped her hands. The effect 
was startling. Everybody joined in the applause, and 
then gave a snow-white salute by waving their hand- 
kerchiefs. The pastor blushed, wiped his eyes, and 
at last bowed with a beaming smile as he started to- 
ward the pulpit’ The choir began the service with a 
stirring anthem that quickened every pulse-beat. 
The first hymn by the people was electric in its power 
and fervor, ‘The pastor was so aroused that he out- 
did himself by the best sermon he had ever preached. 

Just as the benediction was pronounced, the hurri- 
cane which Old Probability had predicted swept over 
the village. Such rain as pounded on the roof and 
against the windows had scarcely ever been known. 
‘The wind that howled and roared and shrieked and 
made the church tremble was the fiercest that any 
could remember. A scouting-party of men with rub- 
ber boots went out to investigate the condition of the 
roads. When they returned, they reported that the 
streets were flooded, and it would be an hour before 
it would be prudent for any one to go home. The 
report was received with laughter and applause. 
Everybody was happy. There was more hand-shaking 
that day, while the people waited, than had occurred 
for many years. 

And the Rainy-Day Club is a permanent feat- 
ure of the work in that village church. The mem- 
bers are so enthusiastic that they are jealous of the 
sunshine. Many of them eagerly scan the skies on 
bright Sunday mornings, and welcome even the sight 
of a cloud no larger than a man’s hand. Not a few 
have been heard to exclaim, with a good deal of em- 
phasis, as they went to church when the sun was 
shining : 

‘*] am 60 disappointed ! 1 did hope it would rain 
to-day.”’ 

BROOKLYN, N, Y. 
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Anna’s Government Letter 


A True Incident 


By Laura M. F. Lake 


NNA BAILEY was sitting quietly on a chair in 
her mother's kitchen, a great gingham apron 
almost hiding her small figure, while her fingers deftly 
guided a knife round and round a potato which she 
held in her hand. There were more potatoes in a 
large bowl which rested in her lap, and it was an easy 
matter for one to guess that this little maiden of 
eleven years was doing what she could to help. 

‘*Mama,"’ said Anna suddenly, looking up from 
her work, ‘‘ when Cousin Jennie was on board one of 
the war-ships last summer, she saw the sailors paring 
potatoes for dinner on the vessel, and she says the 
parings were so thick that it was fun to watch them. 
I don't see any fun about it, because I think it was a 
dreadful waste.*’ 

‘‘Yes,"’ replied her mother, as she flitted busily 
to and fro ; ‘* but I suppose no one ever taught those 
men that there can be wastefulness even in the paring 
of a potato.”’ 

‘* Well,’’ returned Anna, with a wise shake of the 
head, ‘‘I've been thinking, ever since I heard Jennie 
speak of it, that some one ought to tell them that the 
navy men could save money if they took thinner 
parings off their potatoes.’ 

‘«What ! Still thinking of sailors and the potatoes, 
Anna ?’’ inquired Cousin Jennie, just entering. 

‘«] was telling mama about it,’’ said Anna, turning 






e 
April 
By Mary Marshall Parks 
ITTLE girl! Little girl! Little girl! 
Don’t you hear me calling from the meadow by 
the brook, 
Where violets are peeping up in every sunny nook, 
Where bluets brave are standing, with their faces to 
the sky, 


Watching for gleams of sunshine through the cloude 
that scurry by ? 


Little boy! Little boy! Little boy! 

Don’t you hear me calling from the pussy-willow tree, 

Where the robins and the pussies live in peace and 
harmony, 

While the drowsy woodchuck wakens from his quiet 
winter nap, 

And frisky squirrels dance in time to the woodpecker’s 
tap, tap, tap? 


Little girl! Little boy! Little girl! 
Come, I'll tell to you a secret that my sister May 
told me. 
There’s to be a grand May party down beside the old 
oak-tree ; 
All the sweet spring flowers are coming, and the brook 
and birds will sing, 
And the little girl shall be May Queen and the little 
boy May King. 
Little boy! Little girl! Come and see! 
ROGERS, ARK. 


to her cousin. ‘‘ Don't you think, if some one would 
write to those sailors, it might save the navy lots of 
money ?"* 

‘* Well, the Secretary of the Navy is the proper one 
to write to. Suppose you do it.”’ 

After this advice, Cousin Jennie, with a mischievous 
twinkle in her eye, stood waiting for a reply. But 
none came. 

That evening the little Bailey girls were gathered 
around the large table in the sitting-room, each busy 
in her own way ; for this was an industrious family. 
Amusement was printed on the faces of the older 
children, and an occasional low laugh was to be 
heard as they glanced toward Anna, bending earnestly 
over a letter which she was intent on writing. At 
length the little girl announced that her letter was 
finished, and she was going to show it to mama. So, 
followed by all, she marched proudly out of the room 
to the one in which her mother and Cousin Jennie 
sat. The sheet of white paper was placed before 
them, and this is what they read : 

Mr. SECRETARY : 

My cousin was on the war-ship, and she said the 
sailors wasted the potatoes, and I thought, if they would take 
thinner parings, you might build a new ship to send to war. 
1 am only eleven, but I can pare a potato without waste. My 
mother does not know I am writing to you. 

‘«Oh, I wouldn't send that !’’ cried mama in dis- 
may, yet half inclined to laugh. 

**Why not, auntie? Let her send it,’’ pleaded 
mischievous Jennie. 

Mama thought for a moment, and then, saying 
quietly, ‘‘ Well, it can only find its way into the waste- 
paper basket,’’ returned the letter to Anna. 

But it did not find its way to the waste-paper bas- 
ket, for, a few. days after Anna had dropped it into 
the high mail-box at the corner of the street, a busi- 
ness-like envelope, with the Washington postmark, 
was left at the house. It was addressed to Miss Anna 
Bailey, and bore a number of red and brown seals. 
Inside there was a large piece of paper, which in 
heavy type told Anna that her letter had been re- 
ceived, had been sent to the provision department, 
and been there filed among the papers. 

Anna is very proud of having done what she con- 
sidered a duty, and is. equally proud of. her, govern- 
ment letter. When Mrs. Bailey's friends call, Anna 
is usually seen somewhere at hand, shyly awaiting a 
pause in the conversation to show her letter, and, 
although the affair has caused much sly laughter, 
Anna sees no cause for amusement. 

Burrao, N. Y. 
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Answer to Central Acrostic 
Published April 6, 1901 
Re Zin (2 Kings 15 : 37). 
Sh Eba (2 Sam. 20 : 1-22). 
Te Rah (Gen. 11 : 31 ; Josh. 24°: 2). 
Sh Uah (Gen. 25 : 2). 
Ga I us (Acts 19 : 29). 
Re Aia (i Chron. 5 : 5). 
As Her (Gen. 30: 13). 
ZERUIAH (1 Chron, 2 : 16), 
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After Easter : 


It is not all done with Easter Day. 
Lord is risen indeed.’’ We must remember that 
after Easter. Christ stays risen. _ Easter joy is 
one of the things which is never done. Let us 
remember that this feast is not as a ladder up 
which we go for a short time to look off on brighter 
prospects, and then come down again ; it is rather 
a new platform on the long mountain climb of life, 
to which we have been led, and from which we 
must never go again except to step still higher, 
and to look out on still broader prospects. 


‘*The 


yt 


Simple Patience 

Quiet enduring is often greater and grander 
than the most demonstrative and noisy daring. 
Bearing torture and pain on the rack, without a 
groan or a cry, has often marked the superiority 
of the Christian martyr over the intensest struggle 
of the gladiator in the multitude-encircled royal 
arena. As in the world’s more prominent and 
distinguished contests, so in the simpler but not 
less important tests of moral and spiritual power 
in the every-day life of the believer's soul. To 
bear is often more than to'do. As Bushnell says, 
‘‘It is not necessary for ail men to be great in 
action.: ‘The greatest and sublimest power is 
simple patience.’’ 


Kr 
Help and Harm of Temptations 


There is no sin in being tempted to do wrong. 
The sin isin yielding to temptation. All of us 
are exposed to temptations from within and with- 
out. Any of us can refuse to yield to temptation, 
and grow stronger through resistance and triumph. 
Any of us can yield to temptation, and grow 
weaker through our yielding. 
one temptation makes us weaker or stronger for 
the next conflict. Unsought temptations can, 
therefore, be made a help or a hindrance in our 
spiritual pathway, according as, through our ac- 
tions, they make us spiritually stronger or weaker. 
Yet we have no right to seek temptations even as 
an aid to our spiritual progress. Lord, lead us not 
Lord, help us to overcome temp- 


into temptation ! 





Our treatment of 
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tations when we are beset by them! And to thee 
be all the glory ! a0 


x 
“The World’s Greatest Syndicate” 


Ged’ s work does not depend upon this world's 
co-operation, but when this world is wise enough 
to give hearty recognition to the advance of the 
powers that control it, such a fact may well be 
welcomed. In these days of billion-dollar combi- 
nations, a Bible-studying organization that operates 
at a cost of a few hundred dollars a year is de- 
scribed in one of the great secular weekly periodi- 
cals as ‘* The World's Greatest Syndicate.’’ The 
name is not a misnomer. ‘he Infernational Les- 
son Committee represents a combination of brains, 
scholarship, energy, and spiritual power, that is to- 
day influencing the world as. no other one combi- 
nation of earthly forces can even claim to do. 
The fact that The Saturday Evening. Post should 
call the attention of its more than a quarter of a 
million readers to the work of the International Les- 
sons in this way is worthy of special note, and The 


‘Sunday School Times welcomes the opportunity of 


calling the attention of Christian people through- 
out the world to the Post’s action. The article 
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itself, which is of unusual interest, is reprintc«| 
elsewhere in this issue, by the courtesy of th« 
journal for which it was originally written. 


KK 
A Right Road for Intolerance 


We must not demand control over the 
opinions of others, but we ought to ‘be in- 
tensely intolerant of error within our own souls. 
No enlightened Christian any longer defends the 
principle of the Inquisition. No voice even is 
raised in apology for the milder forms of abridg- 
ment of religious liberty in practice among our 
Puritan fathers. But, while we do not seek to 
force our views of truth down the throats of others, 
we are not to end by offering a truce to the devil 
of error within ourselves. The charitable teacher 
leaves the judgment of his neighbor's errors to 
God, but it is a false clarity that refuses to’ pass 
judgment on falsehood within one’s own soul. ‘To 
give error room in my spirit is to coddle a reptile 
in my bosom that will finally poison every nerve 
of my being. We ought to play the bigot toward 
our own viciousness of thinking. Every soul 
should be its own inquisitor, and no falsehood 
that knocks at its door should escape the rack. 
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The World’s Increase of Faith 


HE Church of Christ has always been praying, 

‘¢ Lord, increase our faith,’’ as the ‘Twelve 

did. And always, though often in unexpected 

ways, and after seeming delays, the prayer has 

been answered. Every period has been learning 

its.own lessons of trust. and confidence in God 

and our Saviour, often through the perils and op- 

positions which were thought likely to overthrow 
faith altogether. 

In our time it is our privilege, not only to be- 
lieve in such results, but to see them. We look 
back upon. the last forty years, and observe a 
deepening realization as to the experiences of the 
spiritual life, a firmer conviction as to the pres- 
ence of a divine power of transformation among 
men, anda clearer assurance that God both spoke 
to prophets and apostles ‘‘ in many parts and in 
many ways,’ and has uttered his whole mind to 
us in hfs Son: 

Materialism, which thought it had found in 
Darwinian evolutionism a means of dispensing with 
the belief in a Creator, was in its heydey in 1875, 
the year of Professor Tyndall’s Belfast address. 
It was proclaimed with a sort of prophetic ardor 
by the scientific youth of that day, and was 
echoed from the press and the platform. But the 
intermediate years have seen a great change. 
Scientific materialism is in a state of decay. Dar- 
winism itself‘is challenged as an insufficient expla- 
nation of evolution, and the notion that evolution 
can be supposed without the supervising activity 
of an infinite intelligence is losing ground among 
the evolutionists. The complete conversion of 
Romanes to Christian beliefs is not more signifi- 
cant than is Professor Huxley’s final admission 
that we must go elsewhere than to nature for an 
explanation of ethical convictions, and Professor 
Fiske's declaration that the idea of God is indis- 
pensable to a complete philosophy, even’ for one 


who is wise with all the wisdom of Herbe-t Spencer. 
Forty years ago, the man of science why held fast 
to his Bible, as did Herschel, Mivar’. Beale, 
Elam, Forbes; Clark Maxwell, Dawson, Sir Wil- 
liam Thomson, Gray, Rothrock, Le Conte, I.cs- 
lie, Henry, and many others, was regarded as out 
of harmony with the world’s progress, and smack- 
ing of obsolete opinions. It is not so to-day, be- 
cause closer thought has brought scientific men to 
see that their new formula did not answer the 
questions of the human heart, nor solve the mys- 
tery of existence. 

Quite as truly has there been a great and hope- 
ful change of attitude toward the Bible. 
tive criticism of the Scriptures, of their authen- 


Nega 


ticity, their teachings, their influence on mankind, 
has by no means the vogue it had in 1860. It 
used to be taken for granted that not more than four 
books of the New Testament dated from the days 
of the Apostles. Now the critics are in doubt as 
to about that: number-in’ the entire New Testa- 
ment, none of which are of great theological im- 
portance. The Book of the Acts was especially 
suspected, and from the assumption that it was a 
forgery of the second century started the hypothe- . 
sis of Baur and his school. But Professor Ram- 
say's examination of the boek from the stand- 

point of a purely classical scholar ,so completely 
convinced him of its genuineness and historic 

character as to make him a theologian’ and a com- 
mentator. Next came the Fourth Gospel, which 
was denied all apostolic character; and dated far 
into the second century. But one discovery after 
another, and especially the recovery of Tatian’s 
‘* Harmory of the Four Gospels ’’ in 1888, in an 
Arabic eesion, shows that the general acceptan: ¢ 
of fo ir .s6spels by the churches of East and We>t 
was tsticht too early in the second century to allow 
of any of them being assigned to that century for 
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their origin. : To-day the apostolic writings stand 
in higher esteem in the world of scholarship than, 
at any time since their critical discussion began. 
‘lhe Christian Scriptures are to-day more generally 
acknowledged as genuine than for more than a cen- 
tury past, and the account they give of the life of 
Jesus and the origin of his church is better authen- 
ticated. 

The truth of a divine and regenerating power 
at work in transforming those who submit them- 
selves in faith to its influence, seemed especially 
in danger of being obscured by scientific mate- 
rialism. The twin idols of heredity and environ- 
ment were set up like Nebuchadrezzar’s image, 
and all the world was required to bow down to 
them, under penalties of proscription as ignora- 
muses. From this superstition also the world is 
emerging. With two such histories in our Ameri- 
can annals as those of Aaron Burr and Abraham 
Lincoln, as showing how a man may throw away 
every advantage of the best heredity and environ- 
ment while another can triumph over the worst, 
it seems impossible to believe that a man takes 
his character from such external causes, and does 
not shape it by his own willing submission to in- 
fluences from beneath or from above. And the 
evidence given constantly of the power of the 
grace of God to lift up the debased into a new 
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life is too abundant and pressing to 
supposition that spiritual change, 
must always be slow and gradual. ‘The spiritual 
life, with its ceaseless miracles of new life and 
fresh power, is constantly authenticating itself to 
any candid observer, and is now a subject of sci- 
entific investigation by modern psychologists. __ 

The movement of thought is not hostile, but 
friendly, to the gospel. ‘There are temporary 
losses, but there are far greater gains, and these 
are such as may be fairly taken to evidence the 
growth, not only of right opinion, but of the faith 
which works by love to the purifying of the heart. 
The peril of to-day lies, not in the spread of un- 
Christian opinions, but in the growth of the prac- 
tical materialism which adapts itself to the most 
orthodox beliefs and the most conservative views 
of the Bible as easily as to their opposite, and 
which undermine the gospel in an even more de- 
structive way. It is not in any false theories of 
God or his heaven, but in the notion that a man’s 
life consisteth in the abundance of the things he 
possesses, that the weakness of the Christian 
world lies to-day. But the grace of God, which 
has saved us from the one peril, will suffice to lift 
us above the other. He has his purposes to work 
out through his people, and he will not fail to 
accomplish them. 


admit of the 
like natural, 
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How Must Man Give in Order 
to Keep God’s Work Going ? 

God’s standards are not as man’s standards ; 
God's measutes are not as man's measures. This 
applies to standards and measures of time and of in- 
fluence and of personal conduct and possessions. 
Yet men are continually making the mistake of esti- 
mating God's purposes and plans and values by 
man’s standards and measures. In consequence 
men sometimes think that they know what God ought 
to do, or ought to want, and they are half inclined to 
wonder why God is not coming up to man’s expecia- 
tions. ‘This thought is suggested by the inquiries of 
a Canadian correspondent as to God's dependence on 
man for the carrying out of God’s cherished plans. 


In what measure does the success of the kingdom of God on 
earth depend on human help, in reference to money, work, 
and prayer, but especially the former? We see the larger 
part of the world in ignorance of the gospel message, and the 
Christian world is continually being appealed to by mission 
boards, etc., for more money to support and extend the work 
of evangelization, and yet the total amount given by the 
churches as a whole is comparatively small. Will the conver- 
sion of the heathen world be hindered for lack cf money? If 
so, the Christian people as individuals surely do not realize 
the weight of responsibility resting upon them, for then the 
stewardship of material blessings must seem a peculiarly sacred 
trust. Would not all expenditure by the Christian be subjected 
to the most watchful care, and all luxuries be put aside? In 
fact, where would the line be drawn? Even the necessities, as 
clothing, food, houses, churches, everything, must be simple, 
and all unnecessary things be cut off, that the more might be 
given for the Lord’s work. 


Two different questions are practically asked by the 
Canadian correspondent, and -those two questions 
should not be confused with one another. (1.) Ought 
not every discinle to feel a responcilility for the right 


Notes on 
Open Letters 









use of his property and his other possessions, in view 
of: the spiritual needs of the unevangelized world? 
(2.) Ought not one's ordinary expenses, including 
clothing and food and home and church outlays, be 
reduced to the simplest, in order that more can be 
given to the Lord’s work? (1.) It certainly is true 
that every believer ought to feel a responsibility for 
the right use of his property and other possessions, in 
order that not only more, but a/, that he has, shall go 
where God would have it go. (2.) One's persoral 
expenditures, ordinary and extraordinary, ought to be 
simple or lavish, contracted or expanded, restricted or 
generous, as God would have them made, in each 
particular case. Every child of God can be confident, 
and ought to be confident, what God would have Aim 
do at a particular time, and then he ought to do ¢haz. 
It is not always the man or the woman who is closest 
in his or her money calculations and expenditures, in 
order to use the remainder for a good cause that ap- 
peals to all, who does best as in God's sight. When 
Mary of Bethany broke the costly vase of fragrant 
nard for anointing the feet of Jesus, her act was com- 
mended of Jesus as particularly worthy. It was Judas 
Iscariot who thought that the giving to the poor of 
the cost of this lavish outlay would have been a better 
use of the money. From that day to this it is better 
to give and do lavishly as God would have us than to 
feel that a fixed and uniform way of using the means 
with which we are entrusted of God is necessarily the 
only right way of doing. It is the spirit-in which we 
use ourselves and our possessions, and not the par- 
ticular direction or agency that secures them, that has 
God’s commendation. It is better to do. as God 
would have us do than even to do as we think is the 
best wey fer God to want to have us do. ‘‘ Behold, 
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to obey is better than sacrifices"’ As to God's depen- : 
dence on us we cannot besure. As to our dependence 

on God we can be sure. Therefore it is better for us 

to do as God evidently tells us to do than for us to do 
anything else because we think it must be necessary 

to the carrying out of God's plans in his universe. 
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Ought a Christian to 
Read Books of Fiction ? 

‘How to use our time to the best advantage is an 
important question, and this involves the times when 
we are not at work, as well as the time when we are” 
at work, Rest and recreation have an important 
place in making toil and serious thought most effective, 
on the part of any child of God. As to this matter, a 
devout Christian woman in New York state is spe- 
cially exercised. She writes : ‘ 





anf me 





Is it right for professing Christians to read such books ‘as 
‘David Harum" and ‘‘ Richard Carvel’? A college gradu- 
ate recently formed a book club in this place, and I joined it; 
so, also, did our Methodist minister. Among the books are° 
* Richard Carvel,'’ ‘‘ Janice Meredith,"’ ‘‘ The Choir Invisi- 
ble,’’ ‘'Alice of Old Vincennes,"* ‘‘ Eleanor,"’ etc. I read ‘‘Rich- 
ard Carvel,’’ and was shocked at the profanity therein, and f 
spoke to our Methodist ‘pastor about it, and asked him if he 
did not think we had better read devotional books, like those 
of F. B. Meyer and J. R. Miller, in place of these ; but he 
thought not,—that valuable lessons were taught through fic- 
tion. But must we wade through so much mud and slush and 
filth, and run the whole gamut of sins, to gain a little virtue? 
Haven't we any Christian historical books? It seems to me 
that these books of ‘fiction breathe the spirit of the world more 
than the spirit of Christ. I don't want to indulge in things i 
that will bring leanness of squl. I know that these books are 
read by thousands, and thought to be of no harm ; but | have | 





read your answers in Notes on Open Letters for years, and I 
have great confidence in your judgment. Will you please an- 
swer this through those Notes, as I am very anxious to know 
your opinion? 

It certainly is not right to wade through moral 
‘mud and slush and filth, and run the whole gamut 
of sins [in order] to gain a little virtue."’ It surely is 
not well to ‘‘ indulge in practices that will bring lean- 
ness of soul’’ to the life of a child of God. Yet, on 
the other hand, it is not best for a devout Christian ; 
believer to read.only such books as the excellent ones 
of F. B. Meyer and J. R. Miller. Aside from any 
other question, the person who reads such books 
alone cannot get the most good from those books. 

No one kind of food is best always for the body. 

Even roast beef, and other solid food, will not answer 
as the only articie of diet for the person who most 
needs the result of solid food. As to the importance 
of other reading than devotional books, the most 
experienced and devout Christian workers will agree. 
A prominent theological professor, while presiding | 
over a conference of clergymen, found, late in the | 
afternoon, that he was expected to preach that even- 
ing. As he told a friend of this afterwards, he at 

once shut himself in his room to prepare for the 

evening. It was too late to make any specific intel- 
lectual preparation. He had been perplexed with f 
the duties of the conference, and therefore he wanted } 
to be fresh. in mental poise. He spent an hour or 
more reading a popular work of fiction. This was 

not because of his gain from what the fiction taught 
him, but from the gain his mind had in the relief of the 
recreation. Of course, he did not neglect the prepa- ' 
ration of prayer, but he sought relief for his mind, 

Many a writer of good devotional books, and many 

an excellent preacher of the same spirit, knows the 

value of this truth, and acts upon it We should 

read what God would have us read, and this in order 

that we may best serve God. We should not be i 
guided alone by what people call their reading, 
whether ‘‘up-to-date fiction’’ or ‘‘up-to-date de- | 
votional reading." But, whatever sort of reading we | 
personally prefer, we must not always read only: one 

kind of reading, if we would get the greatest gain from 

our reading in God's service. : 
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Lesson 4. April 28. Jesus Appears to the Apostles 
John 20 : 19-29. 





(Compare Luke 24 : 36-43.) Memory verses: I9, 20 


Golden Text: Blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed.— John 20 : 29 


COMMON VERSION 


the first day of the week, when the doors 
were shut where the disciples were assembled 
for fear of the Jews, came Jesus and stood in 
thé midst, and saith unto them, Peace 4¢ unto 
you. 


anto them Ais hands and his sides Then 
were the disciples glad, when they saw. the 


Lerd. 
2t Then said Jesus to them again, Peace 
os anto pon gah as my Father hath sent me, even 


on- them, and saith unto them, Receive ye 
me ‘Holy Ghost 
Whesesbever sins ye remit, they are 
combed unto them ; and whosesoever sins ye 
retain, they are retained. 
24 4 But Thomas, one of the twelve, called 


REVISED VERSION 


19 € Then the same day at evening, being ‘19 When therefore it was evening, on that 
day, the first day of the week, and when 
the doors were shut where: the. disciples 


id, he shewed 7° Peace “de unto you. 
ao find whom ho. Ded 90: i as: Then: *  Sddd- this, he shotied att them "hid Nasids 


and his side. 

a1 glad, when they saw the Lord. Jesus YOU. 

27 Then saith he to Thomas, Reach hither . : . 

finger, and behold my hands ; and h 27 you. Then saith he to Thomas, Reach 

hither thy hand, and thrust é¢ into my side ; 
and be not faithless, but believing. 

28 And Thomas answered and said unto 


therefore said to them again, Peace de thy 
unto: you: as the Father hath sent me, 
“a ine Whee he had said this, he breathed 22 evensosend{ you. And when he had said 
this, he breathed on them, and saith unto 
them, Receive ye the ' Holy Ghost : whose 
23 soever sins ye forgive, they are forgiven on a, ply he or er ee 29 Lord and my God. Jesus saith unto him, 


unto them ; ‘whose soever sins ye retain, are they that have not seen, and yet have 


they are retained. believed 


And when he had 


The disciples therefore were 


him, My Lord and my God. 


Did’y-miis, was not with them when Jesus 24 But Thomas, one of the twelve, called 


came. ?Didymus, was not with them when Jesus 


Lesson Calendar 
Second Quarter, 1901 


s. April 7.—The Resurrection of Jesus. ....... Luke 24 : 1-12 
2. April 144.—Jesus Appearsto Mary .....:... John 20 : 11-18 
3 April ex.—The Walk to Emmaus. ........ Luke 24 : 13-35 
4. April 28.—Jesus Appears to the emuants Johan 20 : 19-29 
5: May 5.—Jesusand Peter........ . John 21 : 15-22 
6: May 12.—The Great Commission ........ Matt. 28 : 16-20 
7.- May 19.—Jesus Ascends into Heaven . Luke 24: 44-53; Acts 1 1-11 
8. May 26.—The Holy Spirit Given... .....-. Acts 2 :-a-11 
9.. June 2.—-Jesus our High Priest in Heaven . Hebrews g : 11-14, 24-28 
so. June 9.—Jesus Appearsto Paul... ....... Acts 22 : 6-16 
urs. June 16.—Jesus Appears to John... . 5 .....- Rev. 1: 9-20 
a2. June 23.—A New Heaven and a New Earth. . Rev, 21 : 1-7, 22-27 
«3. June 30.—Review. 
<y ‘ 


International Home Readings 


MON.—John 20 : 19-29. 
Turs.—Luke 24 : 36-48. 
WeEpb.—1 Cor. 15 :-1-11. The witness s. 
THuurs.—t Cor. 15 : 22-22. Certainty. 
FRi.—Acts 2 : 22-36. . Peter's testimony. 
Sat.—Acts 13 : 26-37. Paul's teaching. 
SUN.—t1 Pet. 1: 1-9. Unseen, but loved. 


Jesus appears to the apostles. 
Reality of resurrection. 


(These Home Readings are the selections of the International 
Bible Reading Association.) 


“ 


Even doubt is healed by the touch of his wounded 
hands. 
i 


The Lesson Outline 
By Jesse Lyman Hurlbut, D.D. 


Seven Gifts from the Risen Christ to his Chusch 


«. Peace: 

Satth unto them, Peace be unto you (19-21). 
That in me ye may have peace (John 16 : 33). 
Which passeth all understanding (Phil. 4 : 7). 
2. Jey: 

The disciples therefore were glad (20). 
Put their trust in thee rejoice (Psa. 5 : 11). 
The God of hope fill you with all joy (Rom. 15 : 13) 
. ery aime, 

And he... did eat before them (Luke 24 : 41-43). 
Who did eat and oe with him (Acts to : 4, 41). 
I will come in’. . . and will sup with him (Rev. 3 : 20). 

4- Power: 

Breathed on them, ... Receive ye the Holy Ghost (2a). 
Power, when the Holy Ghost is come (Acts 1 : 8). 
The Holy Ghost which was given unto us (Rom.'5 : 5).- 
s- Authority : 

Whose soever sins ye forgive... are forgiven (23). 
What things soever ye shall bind on earth (Matt. 18 : 18). 
in the name of our Lord Jesus (1 Cor. 5 : 3. 4). 





< < < “ 


6. Testimony : 

Disciples... said, ... We have seen the Lord (24, 25). 
That which we have seen + . « declare we (1, Johm 1 : 3). 
We did not follow cunningly devised fables (2 Pet. 1 : 16). 
7- Assurance: 

Be not faithless, but believing (27, 28), 


Blessed .. . not seen, and yet havebelieved (29). 
The spirit of adoption, . we cry, Abba, Father (Rom. 
8:15, 16) 


5 4 


The scars of earth will make the stars of heaven. 


<_ 


Lesson Surroundings and 
Critical Notes 


By Professor M. B. Riddle, D.D., LL.D. 


HERE is no record of intervening events. 
PLAce. —At Jerusalein (Luke 24 : 33) ; 
bly both incidents occurred in the same house. 
Time. —At the close of Sunday, the day of the res- 
urrection, the 17th of Nisan, equivalent April 9, year 
of Rome 783, —that is, A.D. 30,—and on the follow- 
ing Sunday, the 24th of Nisan, April 16. 
PARALLEL PASSAGE.—Luke 24 : 36-43 ; compare 
verses 44-48, and Mark 16 : 14 (of doubtful genu- 
ineness). . 


proba- 


a 
Critical Notes 


Verse 19.—-When it was evening : According to 
the usual Jewish reckoning, the 18th of Nisan began 
at sunset of that day, but this may have been shortly 
before. —On that day, the first day of the week : This 
gives the Greek order. The plural form, often mean- 
ing ‘‘ sabbath day,’’ occurs here in the obvious sense 
of ‘week.’ —And when the doors were shut: The 
clause is parallel to the preceding one. The Author- 
ized Version does not preserve the correspondence. — 
Where the disciples were: *‘ Assembled'' is not 
found in the best authorities.— For fear of the Jews : 
Explains why the doors were shut. Notice the punc- 
tuation of the Revised Version. According to Luke 
24 : 33) others than the Eleven were present, but John 
emphasizes the appearances to the apostles. — Peace be 
unto you: The usual Jewish greeting. 

Verse 20.—Said this : Not - so: said."’ 
side : In Luke 24 : 40; *«his'feét,"’ 
is omitted in some authorities. 


—And his 


Hence his feet'also may 








COMMON VERSION 


25 The other disciples therefore said unto 25 came. 
him, We have seen the Lord. But he said 
unto them, Except | shall see in his hands 
the print of the‘nails, and put my finger into 
were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and the ope of the nails, and thrust my hand 
stood in the midst, and saith unto them, into : side, | will not believe. 

. 26-4 And after eight days again his disci- 
ples were within, and Thomas with them: 
then came Jesus, the doors being shut, and 
stood in the midst, and said, Peace Je unto 


1 Or, Holy Sprrit *Thatis, Twin. 


though that verse. 


REVISED VERSION 


The other disciples therefore said 
unto him, We haverseen the Lord. But 
he'said unto them, Except [ shall see in 
his hands the print of the nails, and put my 
finger itito the print of the nails, and put 
my hand into his side, I will not believe. 

26 And after eight days again his disci- 
ples were within, and Thomas with them. 
Jesus cometh, the doors being shut, and 
stood in the midst, and said, Peace de unte 


hither thy finger, and see my hands ; and 
reach Aither thy hand, and put it into my 
side : and be not faithless, but believing. 
28 Thomas answered and said unto him, My 


Because thou hast seen me, * thou hast 
believed : blessed are they that have not 
seen, and yet have believed. 


8 Or, Aast thou believed ? 


have been nailed. — 7he disciples therefore were glad: 
‘* Therefore '’ is literal. John passes over the doubt 
narrated by Luke, probably because he intends to 
introduce the case of Thomas. 

Verse 21.—-As the Father: The Authorized Ver+ 
sion inserts ‘‘ my" in italics, quite unnecessarily. 
Send 1 you: The verb is different from that in the 
previous clause: there, an official sending forth is 
suggested ; here, asimple sending. Commission and 
mission indicate the difference, but the Greek terms 
present no such verbal resemblance. 

Verse 22.—Breathed on them: A symbol of the 
gift bestowed.-— Receive ye the Holy Ghost: There is 
no emphasis on ‘‘ye,’’ and no article before ‘‘ Holy 
Ghost.’’ The reference seems to be to an influence 
or grace sufficient for their circumstances, and not to 
the personal Holy Spirit, given first at Pentecost 
(comp. Luke 24 : 49).. Some regard it as a promise, 
to be fulfilled at Pentecost. The other view is 
preferable. 

Verse 23.— Forgive .. . forgiven; The verb is not 
rendered ‘‘ remit'’ in any other passage. Apostolic 
authority is not referred to, since others were present, 
and ‘‘ ye’’ has no emphasis. 
with a 
That is, ‘‘ twin,’' a 


Verse 24.—7Zsomas:; A Hebrew name, 
Greek : termination. — Didymus.: 
translation of the Hebrew name. 

Verse 25.—Put my hand; The verb is the same 
as in the preceding clause, and the literal meaning 
is ‘cast ;’' but ** put’ is a frequent rendering. In 
any case, the English term should be the same in 
both clauses. 

Verse 26.— After eight days : \n Jewish usage this 
means a week.—/esus cometh: The literal and more 
graphic rendering.—7Zhe doors being shut: ‘The 
Greek is the same as in verse tg, but a literal render- 
ing is possible here. In both cases a remarkable 
appearance is implied. 

Verse 27.—See : The same word as in verse 25. 
The second ** hither’’ is not expressed in the Greek ; 
hence the italics of the Revised Version. —Pwu/ it: As 
in verse 25.—Ae not: Literally, ‘* Become not,’’ the 
tense suggesting a continued process.—Faith/ess, but 
believing : The terms exactly correspond in Greek, 
the former being the negative form of the latter. 

Verse 28.— Answered and said: The repetition ot 
his’ own words, evincing thé ‘knowledge Jesus had, 
courbined with thé proefof the resurrection to call 
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their origin. : To-day the apostolic writings stand 
in higher esteem in the world of scholarship than, 
at any time since their critical discussion began. 
‘The Christian Scriptures are to-day more generally 
acknowledged as genuine than for more than a cen- 
tury past, and the account they give of the life of 
Jesus and the origin of his church is better authen- 
ticated. 

The truth of a divine and regenerating power 
at work in transforming those who submit them- 
selves in faith to its influence, seemed especially 
in danger of being obscured by scientific mate- 
rialism. The twin idols of heredity and environ- 
ment were set up like Nebuchadrezzar’s image, 
and all the world was required to bow down to 
them, under penalties of proscription as ignora- 
muses. From this superstition also the world is 
emerging. With two such histories in our Ameri- 
can annals as those of Aaron Burr and Abraham 
Lincoln, as showing how a man may throw away 
every advantage of the best heredity and environ- 
ment while another can triumph over the worst, 
it seems impossible to believe that a man takes 
his character from such external causes, and does 
not shape it by his own willing submission to in- 
fluences from beneath or from above. Aad the 
evidence given constantly of the power of the 
grace of God to lift up the debased into a new 


x 
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life is too abundant and pressing to admit of the 
supposition that spiritual change, like natural, 
must always be slow and gradual. ‘The spiritual 
life, with its ceaseless miracles of new life and 
fresh power, is constantly authenticating itself to 
any candid observer, and is now a subject of sci- 
entific investigation by modern psychologists. _ 

The movement of thought is not hostile, but 
friendly, to the gospel. There are temporary 
losses, but there are far greater gains, and these 
are such as may be fairly taken to evidence the 
growth, not only of right opinion, but of the faith 
which works by love to the purifying of the heart. 
The peril of to-day lies, not in the spread of un- 
Christian opinions, but in the growth of the prac- 
tical materialism which adapts itself to the most 
orthodox beliefs and the most conservative views 
of the Bible as easily as to their opposite, and 
which undermine the gospel in an even more de- 
structive way. It is not in any false theories of 
God or his heaven, but in the notion that a man’s 
life consisteth in the abundance of the things he 
possesses, that the weakness of the Christian 
world lies to-day. But the grace of God, which 
has saved us from the one peril, will suffice to lift 
us above the other. He has his purposes to work 
out through his people, and he will not fail to 
accomplish them. 


x 














How Must Man Give in Order 
to Keep God’s Work Going ? 

God's standards are not as man’s standards ; 
God's measutes are not as man's measures, This 
applies to standards and measures of time and of in- 
fluence and of personal conduct and possessions. 
Yet men are continually making the mistake of esti- 
mating God's purposes and plans and values by 
man’s standards and measures. In consequence 
men sometimes think that they know what God ought 
to do, or ought to want, and they are half inclined to 
wonder why God is not coming up to man’s expecta- 
tions. “This thought is suggested by the inquiries of 
a Canadian correspondent as to God's dependence on 
man for the carrying out of God’s cherished plans. 


In what measure does the success of the kingdom of God on 
earth depend on human help, in reference to money, work, 
and prayer, but especially the former? We see the larger 
part of the world in ignorance of the gospel message, and the 
Christian world is continually being appealed to by mission 
boards, etc., for more money to support and extend the work 
of evangelization, and yet the total amount given by the 
churches as a whole is comparatively small. Will the conver- 
sion of the heathen world be hindered for lack of money? [If 
so, the Christian people as individuals surely do not realize 
the weight of responsibility resting upon them, for then the 
stewardship of material blessings must seem a peculiarly sacred 
trust. Would not all expenditure by the Christian be subjected 
to the most watchful care, and all luxuries be put aside? In 
fact, where would the line be drawn? Even the necessities, as 
clothing, food, houses, churches, everything, must be simple, 
and all unnecessary things be cut off, that the more might be 
given for the Lord's work. 


Two different questions are practically asked by the 
Canadian correspondent, and ~those two questions 
should not be confused with one another. (1.) Ought 
not every discinle to feel a responzibility for the right 


Open Letters 








use of his property and his other possessions, in view 
of: the spiritual needs of the unevangelized world? 
(2.) Ought not one’s ordinary expenses, including 
clothing and food and home and church outlays, be 
reduced to the simplest, in order that more can be 
given to the Lord’s work? (1.) It certainly is true 
that every believer ought to feel a responsibility for 
the right use of his property and other possessions, in 
order that not only more, but ad, that he has, shall go 
where God would have it go. (2.) One's personal 
expenditures, ordinary and extraordinary, ought to be 
simple or lavish, contracted or expanded, restricted or 
generous, as God would have them made, in each 
particular case. Every child of God can be confident, 
and ought to be confident, what God would have Aim 
do at a particular time, and then he ought to do ¢haz. 
It is not always the man or the woman who is closest 
in his or her money calculations and expenditures, in 
order to use the remainder for a good cause that ap- 
peals to all, who does best as in God’s sight. When 
Mary of Bethany broke the costly vase of fragrant 
nard for anointing the feet of Jesus, her act was com- 
mended of Jesus as particularly worthy. It was Judas 
Iscariot who thought that the giving to the poor of 
the cost of this lavish outlay would have been a better 
use of the money. From that day to this it is better 
to give and do lavishly as God would have us than to 
feel that a fixed and uniform way of using the means 
with which we are entrusted of God is necessarily the 
only right way of doing. It is the spirit-in which we 
use ourselves and our possessions, and not the par- 
ticular direction or agency that secures them, that has 
God's commendation. It is better to do as God 
would have us do than even to do as we think is the 
best wey fur God to want to have us do. ‘‘ Behold, 


VOL. 43, NO. 15 


to obey is better than sacrifice:’’ As to God's depen- 
dence on us we cannot besure. As to our dependence 
on God we can be sure. Therefore it is better for us: 
to do as God evidently tells us to do than for us to do 
anything else because we think it must be necessary 
to the carrying out of God's plans in his universe. 


x 


Ought a Christian to 
Read Books of Fiction ? - 

‘How to use our time to the best advantage is an 
important question, and this involves the times when 
we are not at work, as well as the time when we are” 
at work. Rest and fecreation have an important 
place in making toil and serious thought most effective, 
on the part of any child of God. As to this matter, a 
devout Christian woman in New York state is spe- 
cially exercised. She writes : 


Is it right for professing Christians to read such books ‘as 
‘‘ David Harum "’ and ‘‘ Richard Carvel’’? A college gradu- 
ate recently formed a book club in this place, and | joined it; 
so, also, did our Methodist minister. Among the books are 
“Richard Carvel,’’ ‘‘ Janice Meredith,"’ ‘‘ The Choir I nvisi- 
ble,’’ ‘Alice of Old Vincennes,*" ‘‘ Eleanor,"’ etc. I read ‘‘Rich- 
ard Carvel,’ and was shocked at the profanity therein, and Ff 
spoke to our Methodist pastor about it, and asked him if he 
did not think we had better read devotional books, like those 
of F. B. Meyer and J. R. Miller, in place of these ; but he 
thought not,—that valuable lessons were taught through fic- 
tion. But must we wade through so much mud and slush and 
filth, and run the whole gamut of sins, to gain a little virtue? 
Haven't we any Christian historical books? It seems to me 
that these books of ‘fiction breathe the spirit of the world more 
than the spirit of Christ. I don't want to indulge in things 
that will bring leanness of soul. I know that these books are 
read by thousands, and thought to be of no harm ; but | have 
read your answers in Notes on Open Letters for years, and I 
have great confidence in your judgment. Will you please an- 
swer this through those Notes, as I am very anxious to know 
your opinion ? 

It certainly is not right to wade through moral 
‘«mud and slush and filth, and run the whole gamut 
of sins [in order] to gain a little virtue."’ It surely is 
not well to ‘‘ indulge in practices that will bring lean- 
ness of soul’’ to the life of a child of God. Yet, on 
the other hand, it is not best for a devout Christian 
believer to read. only such books as the excellent ones 
of F. B. Meyer and J. R. Miller. Aside from any 
other question, the person who reads such books 
alone cannot get the most good from those books. 
No one kind of food is best always for the body. 
Even roast beef, and other solid food, will not answer 
as the only article of diet for the person who most 
needs the result of solid food. As to the importance 
of other reading than devotional books, the most 
experienced and devout Chri-tian workers will agree. 
A prominent theological professor, while presiding 
over a conference of clergymen, found, late in the 
afternoon, that he was expected to preach that even- 
ing. As he told a friend of this afterwards, he at 
once shut himself in his room to prepare for the 
evening. It was too late to make any specific intel- 
lectual preparation. He had been perplexed with 
the duties of the conference, and therefore he wanted 
to be fresh, in mental poise. He spent an hour or 
more reading a popular work of fiction. This was 
not because/of his gain from what the fiction taught 
him, but from the gain his mind had in the relief of the 
recreation. Of course, he did not neglect the prepa- 
ration of prayer, but he sought relief for his mind. 
Many a writer of good devotional books, and many 
an excellent preacher of the same spirit, knows the 
value of this truth, and acts upon it. We should 
read what God would have né read, and this in order 
that we may best serve God. We should not be 
guided alone by what people call their reading, 
whether ‘‘up-to-date fiction’’ or ‘up-to-date de- 
votional reading.’’ But, whatever sort of reading we 
personally prefer, we must not always read only: one 
kind of reading, if we would get the greatest gain from 
our reading in God's service. ra 
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Lesson 4. April 28. Jesus Appears to the Apostles 





John 20: 19-29. (Compare Luke 24 : 36-43.) Memory verses: 19, 20 
Golden Text: Blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed.— John 20 : 29 


COMMON VERSION 


the first day of the week, when the doors 
were shut where the disciples were assembled 
for fear of the Jews, came Jesus and stood in 
the midst, and saith unto them, Peace de unto 
you. 


anto them Ais hands and his side> Then 
were the disciples glad, when they saw. the 


at Then said Jesus to them again, Peace 
seanto you : as my Father hath sent me, even 
30 send | you. 


on> them, and’ saith unto them, Receive ye 
theHoly Ghost : 

23 Whatstabover sins ye remit, they are 
remitted unto them ; and whosesoever sins ye 
cetain, they are retained. 

24 4 But Thomas, one of the twelve, called 


REVISED VERSION 


19 € Then the same day at evening, being 19 When therefore it. was evening, on that 
day, the first day of the week, and when 
the doors were shut where: the. disciples 


: 20 Peace “ée unto you. And when he had 

oo nd. hype: be. bad 20 tite ere: * sabi thle, the ‘shotied sihile Uhiia "Nid ‘Thhsid 
and his side. 

21 glad, when they saw the Lord. Jesus yom. 
therefore said to them again, Peace de 
unto- you: as the Father hath sent me, 
22 And when he had said this, he breathed 22 evensosend I you. And when he had said 
this, he breathed on roe or" pe 
them, Receive ye the ost : whose , : - 
23 soever. sins ve Sonu they are forgiven man + oder pathy cay oe ae ae 29 Lord and my God. Jesus saith unto him, 


unto them ; whose soever sins ye retain, are they that have not seen, and yet have 


they are retained. 


ples were within, and Th 


The disciples therefore were 


him, My Lord and my God. 


believed. 


Did’y-miis, was not with them when Jesus 24 But Thomas, one of the twelve, called 


came. 2 Didymus, was not with them when Jesus 


Lesson Calendar | 
Second Quarter, 1901 


1. April 7.—The Resurrection of Jesus. ....... Luke 24 : 1-12 
2. April 14.—Jesus Appearsto Mary ........ John 20 : 11-18 
3 April ox.—The Walk to Emmaus. ........ Luke 24 : 13-35 
4. April 28.—Jesus Appears to the Aposties . John 20: 19-29 
5: May 5—Jesusand Peter............. John 21 : 15-22 
6: May 12.—The Great Commission ........ Matt. 28 : 16-20 
7.-May 19.—JesusAscendsinto Heaven . Luke 24: 44-53» Acts 1: 1-11 
8. May 26.—The Holy Spirit Given .......... Acts 2: 1-11 
9.. June 2.—-Jesus our High Priest in Heaven . Hebrews 9 : 11-14, 24-28 
so. June 9.—Jesus Appearsto Paul... ....... Acts 22 : 6-16 
11. June 16.—Jesus Appears to John .....5.....- Rev. 1 : 9-20 
x2. June 23.—A New Heaven and a New Earth . . Rev, 21 : 1-7, 22-27 


13. June 30.—Review. 


‘x * 
International Home Readings 


MON.—John 20 : 19-29. Jesus appears to the apostles. 
Turs.—Luke 24 : 36-48. Reality of resurrection. 
Wepb.—1 Cor. 1§ : 1-11. The witness s. 
TUURS.—t1 Cor. 15 : 12-22. Certainty. 
FRi.—Acts 2 : 22-36. . Peter's testimony. 
Sat.—Acts 13 : 26-37. Paul's teaching. 
SuN.—1 Pet. 1: 1-9. Unseen, but loved. 
(These Home Readings are the selections of the International 
Bible Reading Association.) 


<= 


Even doubt is healed by the touch of his wounded 
hands. 


oe 
The Lesson Outline 


By Jesse Lyman Hurlbut, D.D. 


Seven Gifts from the Risen Christ to his Chusch 

«. Peace: 

Satth unto them, Peace be unto you (19-21). 
That in me ye may have peace (john 16 : 33). 
Which passeth all understanding (Phil. 4 : 7). 
2. Jey: 

The disciples therefore were giad (20). 
Put their trust in thee rejoice (Psa. 5 : 11). 
The God of hope fill you with all joy (Rom. 15 : 13). 

Pellowship : 

And he... did eat before them (Luke 24 : 41-43). 
Who did eat and drink with him (Acts 10 : 40, 41). 
I will come in’. . . and will sup with him (Rev. 3 : 20). 
4- Power: 

Breathed on them, ... Receive ye the Holy Ghost (2). 
Power, when the Holy Ghost is come (Acts 1 : 8). 
The Holy Ghost which was given unto us (Rom.'s : 5). 
g- Authority : 

Whose soever sins ye forgive... are forgiven (23). 
What things soever ye shall bind on earth (Matt. 18 : 8). 
in the adele of our Lasd Jesus (1 Cor. 5 : 3. 4). wo 





% « “ “ 


6. Testimony : 
Disciples... said, ... We have seen the Lord (24, 25). 


That which we have seen+. , declare we (1 Johm1 : 3). 
We did not follow cunningly devised fables (2 Pet. 1 : 16). 


7- Assurance: 
Be not faithless, but believing (27, 28). 
Blessed... not seen, and yet have bélieved (29). 


The spirit of adoption, . . . we cry, Abba, Father (Rom. 
8:15, 16). 


% 


The scars of carth will make the stars of heaven. 


<a 


Lesson Surroundings and 
Critical Notes 


By Professor M. B. Riddle, D.D., LL.D. 


— is no record of intervening events. 
‘  Prace.—At Jerusalein (Luke 24 : 33) ; proba- 
bly both incidents occurred in the same house. 

Time. —At the close of Sunday, the day of the res- 
urrection, the 17th of Nisan, equivalent April g, year 
of Rome 783,—that is, A.D. 30,—and on the follow- 
ing Sunday, the 24th of Nisan, April 16. 

PARALLEL PASSAGE.—Luke 24 : 36-43; compare 
verses 44-48, and Mark 16:14 (of doubtful genu- 
ineness). 
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Critical Notes 


Verse 19.—-When it was evening ; According to 
the usual Jewish reckoning, the 18th of Nisan began 
at sunset of that day, but this may have been shortly 
before. —On that day, the first day of the week : This 
gives the Greek order. The plural form, often mean- 
ing ‘‘ sabbath day,"’ occurs here in the obvious sense 
of ‘week.’ —And when the doors were shut: The 
clause is parallel to the preceding one. The Author- 
ized Version does not preserve the correspondence. — 
Where the disciples were: ** Assembled'' is not 
found in the best authorities.— For fear of the Jews : 
Explains why the doors were shut. Notice the punc- 
tuation of the Revised Version. According to Luke 
24 : 33) others than the Eleven were present, but John 
emphasizes the appearances to the apostles. — Peace be 
unto you: The usual Jewish greeting. 

Verse 20.—Said this : Not — ‘so: sait.''—And his 


side: In Luke 24 =: 40; *“his'feét,”’ though: that verse. 


is omitted in some authorities. Hence his feet-also may 








COMMON VERSION 


25 The other disciples therefore said unto 25 came. The other disciples therefore said 
him, We have seen the Lord. 
unto them, Except I shall see in his hands 
the print of the‘nails, and put my finger into 
were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and the nae of the nails, and thrust my hand 
stood in the midst, and saith unto them, into his side, | willnot believe.  — 

' 26 4 And after eight days again his disci- 
omas with them: 26 And after eight days again his disci- 
then came Jesus, the doors being shut, and 
stood in the midst, and said, Peace Je unto 


thy fimmet, and behold amp hands and winch 27 you. ‘Then saith he to Thomas, Reach 
hither thy hand, and thrust é¢ into my side ; 
and be not faithless, but believing. 

28 And Thomas answered and said unto 


REVISED VERSION 
But he said unto him, We haverseen the Lord. But 
he'said unto them, Except I shall see in 
his hands the print of the nails, and put my 
finger into the print of the nails, and put 
my hand into his side, I will not believe. 


ples were within, and Themas with them. 
Jesus cometh, the doors being shut, and 
stood in the midst, and said, Peace d¢ unte 


hither thy finger, and see my hands ; and 
teach Aither thy hand, and put it into my 
side : and be not faithless, but believing. 
28 Thomas answered and said unto him, My 


Because thou hast seen me, *thou hast 
believed ; blessed are they that have not 
seen, and yet have believed. 


1 Or, Holy Sprrit 2 Thatis, Twin. * Or, hast thou believed ? 


have been nailed. — The disciples therefore were glad: 


‘* Therefore '' is literal. John passes over the doubt 


narrated by Luke, probably because he: intends to 
introduce the case of Thomas. 


Verse 21.— As she Father; The Authorized Ver 


sion inserts ‘‘my'’ in italics, quite unnecessarily. —~ 
Send I you: The verb is different from that in the 


previous clause: there, an official sending forth is 


suggested ; here, asimple sending. Commission and 


mission indicate the difference, but the Greek terms 
present no such. verbal resemblance. 

Verse 22.— Breathed on them: A symbol of the 
gift bestowed. — Receive ye the Holy Ghost ; There is 
no emphasis on ‘‘ye,’’ and no article before ‘‘ Holy 
Ghost."" The reference seems to be to an influence 
or grace sufficient for their circumstances, and not to 
the personal Holy Spirit, given first at Pentecost 
(comp. Luke 24 : 49).. Some regard it as a promise, 
to be fulfilled at Pentecost. The other view is 
preferable. 

Verse 23.— Forgive .. . forgiven: The verb is not 
rendered ‘‘ remit'’ in any other passage. Apostolic 
authority is not referred to, since others were present, 
and ‘‘ ye’’ has no emphasis. 

Verse 24.—7homas: A Hebrew name, with a 
Greek : termination.-— Didymus.: That is, ‘* twin,"’ a 
translation of the Hebrew name. 

Verse 25.—Put my hand: The verb is the same 
as in the preceding clause, and the literal meaning 
is ‘cast ;'' but ** put’’ is a frequent rendering. In 
any case, the English term should be the same in 
both clauses. 

Verse 26.—A/fter eight days: In Jewish usage this 
means a week.— Jesus cometh: The literal and more 
graphic rendering. —7Z7he doors being shut: Whe 
Greek is the same as in verse 1g, but a literal render- 
ing is possible here. In both cases a remarkable 
appearance is implied. 

Verse 27.—See : The same word as in verse 25. 
The second *‘ hither’’ is not expressed in the Greek ; 
hence the italics of the Revised Version. —/ué i#: As 
in verse 25.—Ae not; Literally, ‘*‘ Become not,’’ the 
tense suggesting a continued process. — Faithless, but 
believing : The terms exactly correspond in Greek, 
the former being the negative form of the latter. 

Verse 28.—Amnswered and said: The repetition ot 
his’ own words, evincing the ‘knowledge Jesus had, 
courbined with the proef of the resurrection to call 






















































eat ht CAM AC I 


232 (8) 


forth the answer of Thomas.—My Lord and my God : 
Addressed directly to the risen Lord ; every other ex- 
planation is far-fetched. 

Verse 29. —All the older authorities omit ‘‘ Thomas."’ 
--Thou hast believed; This may be a question (see 
margin of Revised Version), but the other construction 
is more probable.— Have not seen, and yet have be- 
lieved: Literally, ‘‘ Those not seeing and believing,’’ 
pointing to single acts. 

WESTERN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 
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Oriental Lesson-Lights 
By Professor Albert L. Long, D.D. 


S E BREATHED on THeEm.’’—The impartation 

of vital energy and of spiritual power by the 
breath is a belief always very widely held throughout 
the East. The dervish mystics at the present day 
blow upon their neophytes during the ceremony of 
initiation into the mysteries of their order. The 
writer has been informed by them that it is believed 
that the spirit of the venerable master is thus imparted 
to those who receive his precepts and promise obedi- 
ence to his commands. Also, in their prayers over 
the sick, the patient is at certain intervals ceremo- 
niously breathed upon, in order, as they say, that the 
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vital energy or spiritual power of the operator may be 
thus imparted to the sufferer. 

if we seek the origin of this Oriental custom, it is 
lost in the mists of antiquity. Whatever basis of 
fact there may have been for the popular belief con- 
cerning these practices, it belongs to the domain of 
psychic influences,—a subject which of recent years 
has been receiving considerable attention from scien- 
tific men, and is beginning to be better understood 
than formerly. 

If the question be asked whether this act of the 
Master in breathing upon his disciples had any con- 
nection with this existing custom, it may be remarked 
that our Lord frequently in his miracles made use of 
human instrumentalities and conformed to human 
customs, and made use of human figures of speech, 
and so in this act he may naturally have used a method 
similar to that used by other religious teachers, as being 
impressively solemn and being readily understood in 
its application. It was nothing new or strange to the 
disciples, and excited in them no feeling of surprise. 
They were probably expecting this token of confidence 
and affection, and would have been disappointed had 
it not been given them. 

ROBERT COLLEGE, CONSTANTINOPLE. 
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The Master s sign manual is a pierced hand. 
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The Manifestation of the Risen 
Lord to the Church 


By Alexander McLaren, D.D. 


HE appearances of the risen Lord to individ- 
uals prepared for, and were followed by, his 
manifestation to the assembled disciples. Two ac- 
counts of it are given, —one by Luke, and this by John. 
The former dwells on the proofs of the reality of the 
resurrection ; the latter, on the Lord’s commission and 
his bestowment of power to carry it out. John begins 
where Luke ends. 

‘*The doors were shut... for fear of the Jews."’ 
Those who had killed the leader were likely to hunt 
the followers, and the appetite for blood once roused 
is not soon slaked. The disciples were brave, for 
they gathered probably in the upper room. They 
were timid, so they fastened themselves in. True 
courage consists in subduing fear, and not letting it 
hinder duty. We can imagine the buzz of eager talk 
on the arrival of the two from Emmaus, and the sud- 
den silence when they saw Jesus ‘‘ with his human 
air’’ standing in a place vacant a’ moment before. 
How he came is not told us, and we shall be wise not 
to affirm dogmatically where Scripture is silent. 
Whether by reason of a change in his body, or by 
reason of the same supernatural power by which he 
had walked on the water, and passed unharmed 
through the midst of an angry mob, he was there. 
What inimitable simplicity in the quiet greeting, 
‘* Peace be unto you,’’—the familiar salutation ! Who 
could have invented that? Is that the style in which 
excited imaginations would have conceived the first 
words of a risen Lord? It minimized the separation 
by death, and reknit the old ties. The showing of 
the hands and the side which followed is explained 
by Luke’s statement that the sudden appearance ter- 
rified the disciples, and seemed to them a ghostly 
phantasm. They were calmed by seeing and being 
invited to touch the marks of the wounds, and they 
passed at a bound from terror to gladness. John says 
nothing as to the former; Luke says nothing as to 
the latter. Their respective purposes explain their 
- Terences. 


Jesus’ second salutation of peace makes, as it were, a 
new beginning. It has a deeper meaning now, for the 
certainty that he has risen brings peace, not to these 
only, but to us, in all conflicts and fears and sorrows 
and losses. But the peace of fellowship with the 
risen Lord is but the preparation for strenuous ser- 
vice. What a profound impression of our Lord's con- 
centration on his work is conveyed by the swiftness 
of his passing from all the joy of reunion to the sol- 
emn instalment of the disciples as his messengers ! 
‘* As the Father hath sent me, even so send I you."’ 
These words are spoken to all Christians, not to an 
order. They were addressed, not only to the apos- 
tles, but to them and to ‘‘them that were with 
them.’’ They are therefore addressed, not merely to 
a community, but to each member of that community. 
The Church as a whole, and each member of it, is 
‘*sent,’’—is sent by Jesus in the exercise of divine 
authority, and to carry on the same purpose for which 
the Father sent the Son, They have to proclaim, 
and so to apply, the work of Christ, which, finished 
in one sense, is prolonged through the ages by the 
Church's mission. But Jesus fits us for the task he 
lays on us. Therefore, at the moment of sending his 
envoys or apostles into the world, he communicated 
the life of his own Spirit to them by the same symbol 
by which the natural life was breathed into Adam's 
nostrils. That gift was real, and a present bestowal, 
but it did not preclude the further gift at Pentecost. 

The spiritual life which followed on the ascension 
was necessarily fuller and mightier than even that 
which sprang in believing spirits after resurrection. 
It is the sole power which enables us to discharge our 
office as ‘‘ the sent of God.'’ And the great charter 
which followed the gift, the power of remitting or re- 
taining sin, must be understood in consonance with 
the preceding commission and endowment. Chris- 
tians are ‘‘sent’’ to proclaim the death and resurrec- 
tion of Jesus as the destroyer of sin. Thc sins of 
those who receive it are remitted, and those of its re- 
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jecters are bound more tightly on them, The mes- 
sengers, therefore, do remit and retain by the preaching 
of the word, and they have the right to tell a man that 
his sins are remitted when they hear him profess his 
faith in the great Remitter. We have here to do with 
no mysterious priestly power of absolution, but with 
the blessed or awful consequences of the acceptance 
or rejection of the offer of salvation in Jesus. 

Thomas's absence from the company is probably 
due to his pessimism. He was constitutionally in- 
clined to look at the dark side. He had thought that 
Jesus was going to Jerusalem to die, and was ready to 
die with him. Half his foreboding had come true,— 
would the other half? He was no coward, but he may 
have avoided his brethren, not from timidity, but 
from gloom of mind. So he lost the blessing which 
they received. Solitary brooding feeds melancholy. 
But his absence was not protracted. It appears that 
he had the tidings on the same evening, for it was 
‘eight days after’’ that Jesus came again. His in- 
credulity was but the repetition of that of all. He 
too refused credence on hearsay, and the fact of the 
general disbelief is of the utmost value in enhancing 
the weight of the subsequent unanimous witness. 
But Thomas differed from the rest in laying down 
conditions of belief. These are evidently based on 
what he was told the others had had, as is plain from 
his repetition of the significant words ‘‘hands’’ and 
««side."" And his tone was wrong, in its despon- 
dency, saying ‘‘ Except I... I will not,’’ instead of 
“lft... LT will’ It was still more'wrong in making 
‘* belief’’ a matter of will. He is often called ‘the 
doubter,’” but he shows no sign of doubting. He 
has no hesitations, but frankly and flatly rejects testi- 
mony, and demands a test, self-prescribed. 

A week passed, during which the disciples saw 
nothing of the Lord. Surely it would have been kind 
not to leave their new convictions unstrengthened. 
But they were best left alone to meditate on that Easter 
day, to adjust their thoughts, and to grow into settled 
faith in a risen Lord, as well as to become accustomed 
to the absence which was hereafter to be permanent. 
New acquisitions of knowledge and experience need 
to be quietly digested before more can be profitably 
given. The former Sunday's experience was re- 
peated, shut doors, sudden appearance, and _ ll. 
Just as Thomas had heard, he now sees. But any 
lingering incredulity was driven from him by the 
words so mercifully uniting rebuke and permission. 
Jesus took the Apostle’s own terms, which must have 
sounded the presumptuous things they were when 
their proposer heard them again from Ais lips, and 
granted them. ‘‘Then,’’ must the thought have 
flashed on Thomas, ‘‘he was here all the while, he 
heard my wild words, he was not Angry !’’ Like 
Nathanael, long before, the sense that Jesus read his 
heart, and had been cognizant of his words, broke 
down all his incredulity, swept his gloom away as on 
a rushing tide, and, forgetting all about his.terms, he 
rose in a transport of faith far higher than he would 
have been borne by any evidence of sense, even to 
the clearest confession that was spoken while Jesus 
was on earth : ‘‘My Lord and my God!"’ He had 
been on the; slope that led down to faithlessness ; 
he soars to the height of a faith which depends on 
something better than sight. ‘‘ Seeing is believing”’ 
had been his motto; he learns that believing is see- 
ing. So, though as far as the resurrection is con- 
cerned, he believed because he saw, so far as the 
rapturous confession is concerned, he passed into the 
ranks of those who possess: the fulness of the last 
beatitude, and are blessed because they ‘have nat 
seen, and yet have believed.’’ May we all know that 
blessedness ! 

MANCHESTER, ENGLAND. 
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it is a good thing to doubt, if you will be satisfied 
with Christ as demonstration. 
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Teaching Points 
By Bishop-H. W. Wacren,.D.D., LL.D. 


HE magnificent demonstration of the resurrection 
moves on. First, by an appearance to the af- 
fectionate Mary; then by testimony of Mary, then by 
the opening of the Scriptures to: two, then by their 
testimony, and now comes the personal presence be- 
fore ten disciples. The thought of their fearful minds 
that it is a ghost is refuted by physical proof that it is 
the same body. Then, eight days after, a question- 
ing doubter comes and demands further evidences, 
thereby putting all subsequent time in debt for certain 
infallible proofs. 

Practical points : There is evidence enough to con- 
vince any honest doubter of so amazing a reality as 
the resurrection of the dead. 

In order to such conviction this man (Thomas) had 
love and heroism enough to be ready to die with Jesus 
(John 11:16). Hecame to the place of the assembling 
of those who knew and believed in the Lord: He 
brought a mind capable of being persuaded. He was 
willing to be convinced. _ His error was in demand- 
ing proofs addressed to the senses instead of the 
higher ones addressed to the mind and heart. 

Nevertheless, the Lord both sought him and met 
him on that plane. 

Great joy resulted. It might as well have come 
eight days sooner, but for his absence from meeting. 

There is a far greater blessedness for those who, 
not having seen, believe from higher proofs to higher 
faculties. These are a few of the many signs that are 
written that we may believe, and, believing, have life 
in his name (v. 31). 

UNIVERSITY Park, COLo, 
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He only can speak the benediction of peace who 
has passed through the conflict. 
<< 


The Lesson in Every-Day Life 
By Charles Frederic Goss, D.D. 


EACE be unto you (v. 19). The whole longing 

of our Lord’s life may be almost summed up in 
those words. Always and everywliere he was impelled 
by a ceaseless desire to bring peace to harassed men, 
peace between nations, peace between neighbors, 


peace in the soul itself. That was his passion. ‘‘O 
troubled hearts, receive this gift of peace!" Whata 
passion! How wide the contrast to ours! And how 


pathetic that a man so full of peace, so eager to be- 
stow it upon others, should have been the wholly 
innocent cause of so much strife! It was not his 
fault. It is not the fault of the sun that dead bodies 
rot at the touch of its beams. Nor is it the fault of 
love that its presence arouses and maddens the hearts 
of the wicked. But the longing of Christ will yet de 
satisfied. His love will conquer. Peace will be the 
universal condition of existence. Calm confidence, 
unbroken repose of mind,—this is the ultimate at- 
tainment of human life in its divinely guided strug- 
gles upward. 

As the Father hath sent me, even so send ] you 
(v. 21). The love of Jesus Christ arouses a strange 
new impulse in the soul. Something within it begins 
to propel it toward other people with a mysterious 
longing. It cannot ‘contain itself.'’ It must com- 
municate its joy to others. The little chap who gets 
a prize at school goes tearing home like a whirlwind, 
bounces into the house, and shouts his triumph to his 
mother. The young chap who has just received a 
‘* promise ** from his sweetheart feels as if he «* would 
die unless he told some one.’’ Imagine a man's try- 
ing to ‘‘keep it to himself’’ if he had found the 
North Pole! Whoever has really felt the love of 
Jesus, and knows his peace, ‘‘ cannot contain him- 
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self."" Something drives. him out into, the world with 
his story of this sublime experience. ‘The force of 


. that impulse-.affords an accurate measure of the depth 


of the love of the Son of God. 
I preach not the gospel."’ 

Receive ye the Holy Ghost (v. 22). To doubt the 
possibility of receiving . the gift. bestowed upon those 
apostles is to question the deepest experience of life. 
Let others tell you ‘‘how'’ you may receive it. . Let 
me tell you that it is possible. A new spirit really 
takes possession of men. Call it by what name you 
will, cherish what theory you may about it, only be- 
lieve in it, and strive to attain it! There is a gate 
that can be opened to the stream of spiritual power 
that washes against your soul. There is a door 
through which the divine spirit can enter. Thereby 
men become stronger, purer, holier! Stephen re- 
ceived it ; Saul of Tarsus did ; so did Luther, Chal- 
mers, Moody, and millions of others. _Do not meas- 
ure yourselves by what strength you now possess. The 
soul is as capable of receiving an outside force into 
itself as is the electric engine. 

Except I shall see,... 1 will not believe (v. 25). 
The Saviour’s sympathy with the distrustful Thomas 
has never yet been enough appreciated. Doubt is 
not in itself a sin. It is only a sin when it is super- 
ficial, supercilious, and impertinent. Then, it is 
base ; then, it deserves rebuke and chastisement 
‘* Professor,’’ said the cock-sure young student, ‘I 
do not believe in God.’’ ‘‘ You don't !’’ replied the 
great Jowett. ‘‘ Well, go to your room, and if you 
don’t believe in him in thirty minutes, I'll have you 
expelled !'" That kind of doubt deserves what it 
received. But while a man is despicable who is 
proud of his doubts, no man needs to be either 
ashamed or afraid of them, ‘‘Ihave been much 
blessed by my doubtings,’’ said Horace Bushnell, the 
second greatest theologian in America. 

Blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have 
belirved (v. 29). Yes, it is a beatitude ; it is indeed 
‘«blessedness’’ to believe with the soul, to believe in 
God and Christ as children believe in father and 
mother. But is it possible? It is, if, when you con- 
clude that you cannot find God, you will permit him 
to find you,—if, when your reason is baffled, you will 
let your heart testify. He who does not feel God 
inside his heart will never know him outside. ‘‘ God 
enters by a private door into the heart of every indi- 
vidual.”’ 

CINCINNATI, OHIO. 


«« Woe is unto me, if 
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Gethsemane 
By George A. Chace 


ETHSEMANE! Gethsemane! 
Ah, me! Was all this grief for me? 
My Saviour’s cry rings in my ears,— 
It will ring on to farthest time ; 
A thousand thougand coming years 
The bells will toll, in solemn chime: 


“ For me—ah, me! 
Gethsemane! 


Ah, me—for me! 
Gethsemane!” 
FAL. River, Mass. 
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The Lesson Conversation 
By Amos R. Wells 


ESUS CHRIST is now in this room. Suppose 
your eyes were suddenly opened to see him. 
How would you feel? What would you do and say? 
We study to-day just such an occurrence as that 
would be. 

Where were the disciples on Easter evening ? How 
many were there? Why was the door shut? Why 
did they féar the Jews? What were they doing? 
(Eating supper, as Mark says.) Who came in while 
they were eating ? (The two from Emmaus, as Luke 


(9): 233 
says.).. And while. they. were .telling their story, who 
entered ? How may Jesus have entered? (Well for 
us if we are ready for his coming at any time !) 

How did Jesus convince the Gisciples that it was 
he ? (Luke tells also how he ate in their presence. 
Christ satisfies fully all honest doubts.) His words 
bestowed upon them three gifts;—work, power, and 
authority. Work, to pteach the gospel. How was 
their commission like Christ's own? Power, of the 
Holy Ghost. What does that gift do formen? Au- 
thority, to remit sins. In what sense alone could they 
do this ? 

But Thomas was not there. What did he miss? 
Why did he not believe the wonderful story? Why 
did Christ have regard for his unbelief? (It must have 
been an honest doubt, which Thomas could not over- 
come unaided.) What aid to faith did Christ give 
him? And in all this Christ strengthened the faith 
of all men as well as Thomas. Why is it better for 
us to believe without seeing ? And what reasonable 
person could refuse to believe such testimony, and 
accept such a Saviour? 


Boston. 
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The wounded shepherd is the sign of the undivided 
frock. 
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Hints for the Superintendent 
" By A. F. Schauffler, D.D. 


N WHAT city did the events of this lesson take 
place? I see a room full of men. Who are 
they? Why is the door shut? Suddenly! see a man 
appear, though the doors had not been opened. Who 
is he? What does he say to them? Then what did 
he show them? How did the disciples feel then? 
Give the name of one of the apostles who was absent 
that evening. What did the other disciples say to 
him when they next saw him? Now ask some teacher 
‘*What was Thomas's reply?"’ A week passes, and 
once more I am in a room where there are a number 
of persons. Who are they? Some one who was not 
with them last week is there now. Give his name. 
Who is this who suddenly appears? What did he 
say to them all? Now ask a teacher what Jesus said 
to Thomas. Did Thomas try to feel the hands and 
the side of the Master? What did he do? Then 
what did Thomas say? Now ask a teacher what 
Jesus replied to Thomas. 

It is now time to review the appearances of the 
Master during that first week. Put on the board the 
words Jesus appeared to. Underneath put either 
the full name or the initials of the persons to whom 
he appeared. They are as follows: 1. Mary. 2. The 
Women. 3. Peter. 4. The Two. 5. The Ten. 
6. The Eleven. Call out briefly where each of these 
appearances took place. 





JESUS APPEARED TO 


1. MARY. 4. THE TWO. 
2. THE WOMEN. 5. THE TEN. 
3. PETER. 6. THE ELEVEN. 
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Suggested Hymns and Psalms 


(References in parentheses are to “‘ Bible Songs *’) 


“When I survey the wondrous cross.” Psalm 145 : 17-21. 


“ All my doubts I give to Jesus."’ (215 : 13-16). 
“O thou, who didst, with love unloved.” ree A ne 
“ We walk by faith, and not by sight.’ Psalm 190 : 1-12, 

“Take my life, and let it be."’ (06 : 1-8.) 
“ He leadeth me : O blessed thought!" Psalm pe ng 


** Our blest Redeemer, ere he breathed." pgatm 65: 1-5. 
** Oh for a closer walk with God.”’ (84 : 1-4). 
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For the Primary Teacher 


PREPARED 
George H. Archibald, Montreal, Canada 


IN CONSULTATION WITH 
Bertha Vella Borden, Mass. 
Annie 8S. Harlow, Pennsylvania Minnie Allen, Alabama 
Mrs. G. H. Archibald, Canada Lucy G. Stock, Mass. 
Clementine 8. Lucas, New Brunswick, Canada 


BY 


Alice Jacobs, I!linois 


i. Topic for the Quarter: The Ever-Living Saviour. 
il. Lesson Truth: Trust in the Unseen Christ brings 
Gladness. 


Golden Text: Aiessed are they that have not seen, 
and yet have believed.—John 20 : 29. 


Results Sought : 
1. Consciousness of Jesus’ nearness. 
2. Comfort in darkness and other times of 
fear. 


Vv. Starting-Points : 
1. A previous lesson,—Christ stilling th> 
tempest. 
2. Review of lessons on the resurrection. 
3 The story of Elisha’s servant (2 Kings 6). 


Vi. Suggested Steps in the Teaching Process 


{Under IV, V, and VIII, various ways of treating the lesson are in- 
dicated. From these, teachers are expected to select such as are best 
adapted to themselves and their classes. Under VI, VII, and IX is 
illustrated one of the many ways of presenting the lesson. These 
nutes are designed to sugg an tline indicating the principa 
steps, but hot always elaborating the details.] . 


1. PREPARATION FOR LEssON SToRY. 

Boys and girls, I want to tell you a beautiful Bible 
story. Once upon a time, long, long ago, there lived 
a. good man who was called a prophet.. His name 
was Elisha, He was always doing kind and helpful 
things. He was never afraid to do what was right, 
for he knew that God would take care of him. He 
had a servant who did not trust God as he did, and 
was sometimes afraid. One time Elisha and this ser- 
vant were in danger. Enemies wanted to kill them, 
and one night they came and surrounded the place 
where Elisha and his servant were living. Very early 
the next morning, as soon as the servant opened the 
door and saw the enemies all around them, he was 
very much afraid, and said, ‘‘ Alas, my master! how 
shall we do?'' ,Elisha was not afraid. He knew 
that God would take care of him, and he said, ‘‘ Fear 
not: for they that be with us are more than they that 
be with them.’ Then Elisha prayed that God would 
help his servant to see how many friends there were 
about them. His prayer was answered, and the ser- 
vant could see all around them horses and chariots of 
fire. These chariots were filled with God's soldiers, 
who were ready to take care of Elisha and his servant. 
After the prophet had prayed .again, the enemies all 
became blind for a time, so that they could do no 
harm to Elisha and his servant. God took care of 
them. He takes care of all those who love and trust 
him. 

Mary, about whom we learned a week or two ago, 
was afraid when she heard that Jesus had been put to 
death. It was her fear that made her so sorrowful. 
Cleopas and his friend were also afraid, and that was 
what made them so sad at heart as they walked along 
the road to their home. All the disciples were afraid 
and sorry when they heard that Jesus had been put 
to death, but when they knew that he had risen from 
the dead to be their ever-living Saviour and. helper, 
their fear and their sorrow went away, and they were 
glad and happy. 


iv. 





2. THE Lesson Story, 
The evening of the first Easter day, all the disci- 


ples met together in an upper room. Perhaps it was 
the same room in which they had eaten the Lord’s 
Supper with Jesus. What wonderful things they had 
to say to one another ! - The women said, ‘‘ When we 
went to the tomb, the stone was rolled away, and 
Jesus’ body was not there.’’ Mary said, ‘1 have 
séen the Lord ; he is alive again, he spoke to me, and, 
after he had spoken, he went away again out ‘of my 
sight."" Peter cried, «‘I also saw the Lord ; he is 
alive again.'" Then the two disciples’ said, ‘*We 
also saw the Lord; we are sure he is alive. He 
walked with us all the way home to Emmaus, and 
when we were eating supper together he left us, we 
could not tell how.’" Now a wonderful thing hap- 
pened in the upper room, for as they were saying 
these things Jesus himself came and stood in the 
midst of them. No door was opened, and they could 
not tell how he came ‘in. ‘They were so surprised 
that they were frightened. Jesus said to them, ‘‘ Why 
are you troubled? Don’t be afraid. I am alive. 
Enemies can never put me to death again, and | will 
take care of you always.’" How glad they were when 
they saw it was Jesus! Then he showed them the 
wounds in his hands and his side, and they were sure 
it was Jesus. 
What is our Golden Text to-day ? 


3. THe TrRuTH EMPHASIZED. 

Can we see Jesus now as the disciples saw him ? 
Can we touch him as they did? But is he near us 
just the same? How do we know he is? He has 
told us that he would be with us always, and take 
care of us. Our Golden Text means that, if we really 
believe this and trust Jesus, even if we cannot see 
him, we shall be happy. When we think we are 
all alone in the dark, there is somebody with ws. 


Who is it? Will he take care of us then? Yes, just 
as he took care of his disciples. 
Are the little birds afraid in the dark? They tuck 


their little heads under their wings, and go to sleep, 
for they know that God will take care of them. 

Is kittie afraid in the dark? or the fish? or the 
frog ? or the bee? or the butterfly? Who takes care 
of them? If God takes care of all these things, 
surely he will take care of his little children. 

Let us sing about it. 

The music to the following song—‘‘ God's Care’’ 
—can be had from the Blackmer Music Company, 
publishers, 41 East Indiana Street, Chicago, Illinois. 


1. ‘*God, who made the pretty daisies and the lilies fair, 
He will keep the little children ever in his care. 


REFRAIN :— 
**Love him! Praise him! All his words obey. 
God will keep his arms around us, guarding day by 


day. 
2. ‘* Birds and bees and smiling flowers have a song to sing, 
We will join in grateful praises to our heavenly King. 


3. ** In our work or play he knoweth every step we take ; 
When we sleep his angels guard us, watching till we 


wake.’’ 
Vil. Summary of Lesson Steps 








The Truth | Trust im the 
Emphasized. | Unseen Christ 
Brings Gladness. 
The Lesson | Jesus Appears to 
Story. the Disciples. 





1. Story of Elisha’s Servant. 
2. Review of Resurrection Lessons. 


sy soa 
Story. 
Vill. Pictures for the Children 


Use any of the pictures suggested in the last three | 
lessons. ero. ; 
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IX. Blackboard Illustrations 

1, As the story of the upper room is told, represent 
the scene ‘as suggested in the cut. 

2. When, ‘in. the truth emphasized, God's care of 
the birds, flowers, etc., is referred to, the use of the 
blackboard as suggested will be found: helpful in 
keeping attention and in impressing the truth. 









~~ — 


\. HAPPY / 

ARE ALL | 

34 | WHO | 
“ TRUST JESUS 











They who go on Christ's mission must go in his 
manner. 


ot 
For the Intermediate Teacher 
By A. E. Dunning, D.D. 


ECALL the other lessons of this quarter, —the 
resurrection of Jesus, his meeting with. Mary, 
his interview with the two disciples. ‘All these things 
occurred on ‘the same day, the first day of the week, 
our Sunday. Now it is evening, and Jesus meets the 
company of his disciples.. First see ‘that the whole 
scene is before the minds of your class; Picture the 
group in the upper room listening to the story of the 
two from Bmmaus (Luke 24°: 33-35), the sudden ap- 
pearance of Jesus among them (v. 36; John 20: 19), 
the terror of the disciples, his reassurance to them 
that he was really there (Luke 24 : 38-43), and their 
joy (John 20: 20). Then, when these events are 
clearly brought out by questions and answers, have 
the class repeat from memory the words which Jesus 
spoke to the disciples (John 20 : 21-23). Next de- 
scribe the scene in the same room the following Sun- 
day, and his words to Thomas (John 20 : 24-29). 

Now you are prepared to teach the meaning of the 
first messages of the risen Christ to the disciples. 

i. Peace, with the Evidence that Gave Peace. 
Recall the conversation at the Last Supper, when he 
told them that he had spoken as he had that they 
might have peace in him (John 14: 27; 16: 33). 
Only four days had passed since then, but what a 
world of trouble they had been through! Now from 
the other side of the grave be came. to them and 
calmed their fears, and showed them how the path 
through suffering led into his glory (Luke 24 : 26). 
Show your pupils how Christ's coming into our lives 
often terrifies us, because trouble and sorrow are the 
doors through which he comes, but how sweet is the 
peace he gives to those who receive him. 

2. Peace, with Service (v. 21). Show how he 
linked his words after his resurrection with those be- 
fore his death (John 17 : 18; 13:20; 14:12), and 
how boys and girls who love him are his apostles ; 
that is, sent ones. 

3. Peace, with Power (vs. 22, 23). Explain how 
the apostles did what seems impossible, persuading 
men that Jesus was the Christ, and leading them to 
believe on him, till in a few years there were Chris- 
tian churches throughout Asia and Europe. They 
spoke without fear, because the Spirit of God was in 
them (Matt. to : 20): They testified of the risen 
Christ (John 15 : 26, 27), and they so declared men’s 
sins fergiven that men believed. it, and received the 
peace of Ged: . All these things every one. of- us who 
have been sent. by bim can-and should do:- "+ «- 

:4- ‘Peace, with Faittr (vs.'24:29).' All the disciples © 
disbélieved the resurrection of Jesus when they first 
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heard of it Thomas disbelieved longer than the 
others, but none wanted to believe more than he, be- 
cause he loved Jesus so much (John 11 : 16). Christ 
gave him special proofs. He will not withhold knowl- 
edge of himself from any one who wants to know him. 

Present the summary of the proofs of his resurrec- 
tion, —his repeated prophecies before his: death: that 
he would rise from the dead, the utter hopelessness of 
the disciples after his death, their joy after they had 
seen and talked with and touched and eaten with him, 
and their proclaiming the resurrection with such as- 
surance of its reality that the news of it caused the 
founding of the church and created the Christian life 
that is now influencing the world. Then repeat 
Christ's blessing on those who have not seen, and yet 
have believed. 


© Suggestive Questions 

1. Christ’s Proofs to his Disciples of his Resur- 
rection. Describe the meeting of the disciples on 
the evening of the day of the resurrection. What 
were the two from Emmaus telling the others? Why 
were they all frightened when Christ appeared among 
them? What evidence did he give them that he was 
not a ghost? What authority did he give them ? (v. 
21.) What power did he bestow on them? (v. 22). 
What message did he commit to them ? (v. 23.) Why 
did Thomas doubt? Why did Jesus give him extraor- 
dinary proofs ? Was Thomas convinced ? 

2. Christ’s Proofs to Us of his Resurrection. 
Describe the peace which Christ promised to believers. 
Has such peace been received and enjoyed? What 
evidence have we that the Holy Spirit has been given ? 
What evidence is there of Christ's presence and power 
among men? What evidence have you, in your own 
experience, that Christ lives? 

BosTon. 

bd 


Often the Master sends us into the world, when we 
feel ready to be taken to heaven. 


<> 
The Senior Bible Class 


By Professor Frank K. Sanders, Ph.D. 
Jesus with the Disciples 


I. THE GENERAL PREPARATION (John 20 : 
Luke 24 : 36-43 ; comp, Mark 16: 14). 
[For each member of the Bible Class | 

In harmony with the beautiful story of Luke's 
Gospel, which formed the basis of our last study, it 
was late in the evening, as the two disciples were 
breathlessly relating to the ten apostles how Jesus had 
made himself known to them and talked with them, 
that the Lord himself suddenly appeared in the midst 
of the disciple circle, uttering his customary saluta- 
tion, ‘‘ Peace be unto you."’ 

His first care was to relieve their not unnatural fear 
concerning him by urging them to assure themselves 
of the'reality of his existence. He showed them his 
pierced hands and feet and side. Seeing that they 
hardly dared to credit the testimony of their own 
senses, he called for something to eat, and ate it be- 
fore their eyes. Convinced beyond question that 
Jesus stood in their midst, his followers were filled 
with a swelling sense of joy. 

The Gospels seem to assert that Jesus returned to 
his disciples with a body ‘‘ which was superior to the 
limitations which hedge our lives about.’". According 
to Paul, it was a ‘spiritual body.’’ - Nevertheless, it 
was one which responded to all the usual tests of sub- 
stantiality. It could be touched, measured, exam- 
ined with the eye. It still retained the marks of the 
rough usage incident to the crucifixion. It. could, 
however, pass through locked doors or suddenly dis- 
appear from sight. It was a glorified body. We 
cannot’say more. . 
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Béth Luke (Luke 24 : 33) and John imply that this 
appearance of Jesus made, not to the ten apos- 
tles, but to a larger company of disciples, of which 
they were a part. The Twelve were not the only 
capable witnesses of the reality of the resurrection. 

The accounts of this eventful day preserve two 
characteristic acts of our Lord. One is his appear- 
ance to Peter alone, of which the two disciples were 
informed as they returned from Emmaus. It is also 
mentioned by Paul in 1 Corinthians (15:5). How 
much it meant to Peter who can overestimate? It 
was his forgiveness and reinstatement as an acknowl- 
edged and loyal follower. The other is Jesus’ prompt 
announcement of their future work (John 20 : 21), his 
impartation of the Spirit, and his recognition of them 
as the authoritative continuers of his work (20 : 23). 

Thomas missed a good sermon, as Bruce says. He 
was not present. When told the glad truth by the 
others, he doubted. It was a forgivable kind of 
doubt, and Jesus did not meet it as he so often met 
Pharisaic doubts. He came again for Thomas's 
benefit, and elicited a noble confession cf faith. But 
our Lord, with splendid insight, made the comment 
that, while such faith was good, more blessed is a faith 
«raised above all doubts by its own clear insight into 
divine truth.’’ 


II, REFERENCE LITERATURE. 

[The use of the books mentioned here is not a necessary part of 
this course, but is merely supplemental. A leaflet giving informa- 
tion as to these and other books of reference will be sent free, upon 
request, by the Editor of The Sunday School Times.] 

Bruce, in the ‘‘Training of the Twelve’’ (chap. 
28), gives a masterly study of these scenes. His 
notes in the Expositor’s Greek Testament are also 
excellent. Gilbert, «‘Student’s Life’’ (323-325), or 
Rhees, ‘‘Life of Jesus of Nazareth’’ (213), or any 
commentary on John, will be found helpful. 


III. QuESTIONS FOR STUDY AND DISCUSSION. 


[To be allotted in advance, by the leader, for careful consideration, 
to members of the class. The references in the brackets are to other 
lesson helps in this issue of The Sunday School Times.] 


1. ‘‘He Appeared to Cephas.’' (1.) Why was a 
private and prompt appearance to Peter a godsend to 
him ? 

2. ‘* Shut for Fear of the Jews.’’ (2.) Does this 
imply that an active persecution of the adherents of 
Jesus had already begun ? [McLaren : § 2.] 

3. His Glorified Body. (3.) How much can we 
learn about it from the narrative? (4.) Does this 
throw any light on the question of our resurrection 
bodies ? 

4. **See my Hands and my Feet.’’ (5.) Was the 
motive of this exposure of the wounds of the cruci- 
fixion for the sake of any deeper reason than that of 
identification ? 

5. Zhe Command of Jesus. (6.) To whom was it 
uttered, and how comprehensively should it be inter- 
preted? [Critical Notes: v. 21. -McLaren:  3.] 

6. His Gift. (7.) For what end did our Lord give 
his disciples the Holy Spirit at this time? Was it an 
anticipation of Pentecost? [Critical Notes: v. 22. 
Long : last 4.] 

7. Their Responsibility. (8.) What sort of a proc- 
lamation were they to make ? [McLaren : { 4.] 

8. Thomas. (9.) What sort of a doubter does 
Thomas represent ? [Warren : Practical Points, J 2. 
McLaren: § 5.] (10.) Can we say that verses 28 
and 29 are the two greatest utterances in the New 
Testament ? 


IV. Some LEADING THovGHTS. 
[For general discussion under the direction of the leader.] 

Faith is the greatest possession in the world. He 
is truly blessed who has an earnest, forceful faith. 

Our Lord had constantly in mind his disciples’ ac- 
tivity and their proclamation of true religion, based on 
a real vision of sin. 

We can see the Lord as clearly as did they. 

VALE UNIVERSITY. 
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Work and Workers 





News from the Trans-Continental 
Sunday-School Tour 


By Mrs. J. Arthur Johnson, Staff Correspondent 


Alabama 


HE key-note of the Alabama Sunday-school As- 
sociation was struck at one of their conventions 
when a delegate said, ‘‘! move that we do something 
practical,’' and Alabama is now the banner state of 
the South. in organized Sunday-school work. Its 
president spent one month last year attending county 
conventions at his own expense, and the state now 
claims forty-five helpers, influential and leading men, 
who attended county conventions other than their 
own during the year. 

All the counties (sixty-six) have been organized in 
the last six years ; fourteen are banner counties, and 
fifty-four of them are now being organized by ‘‘ beats’’ 
(minor civil divisions). A good definition of ‘‘ beat 
work’’ has been given by B. Davie, of Barbour 
County, —‘‘ be at work,’’—and the Sunday-schools of 
this county have increased from nineteen to fifty in 
five years. . 

The greatest progress this year has been made in 
primary work, which has been presented in .twenty- 
six county conventions and in nineteen special meet- 
ings. Judge Carthel, the field worker, reports that 
twenty-one primary unions have been organized this 
year, making 41 in all, and that eleven more are 
pledged to be organized before their annual conven- 
tion, April 9-11. This increase, from three in 1896, 
twenty in 1900, to forty-one in 1901, he urges is due 
to a band of half a dozen faithful primary workers, led 
by Miss Minnie Allen of Anniston, state primary 
superintendent. 

Another feature of the work has been a series of 
mass meetings and institutes held in August and De- 
cember, in the larger cities, and conducted by Pro- 
fessor H. M. Hamill and Judge Carthel ; also a five 
days’ institute at Anniston, by the Rev. George O. 
Bachman of Tennessee. 

Fifteen new schools were organized in Montgomery 
County last year. Clark County, organized in 1893, 
had at that time fifteen Sunday-schools, of which ten 
were ‘‘evergreen.’’ In 1900, sixty-two schools re- 
ported, forty-eight of them ‘‘ evergreen."’ 

At the Shelby County convention one delegate 
pledged to organize the Monte Vallo beat. He kept 
his pledge, and within less than twelve months the 
number of schools had increased from five to twelve. 

A Sunday-school worker attending a convention in 
Calhoun County, and seeing, from a county map dis- 
played, the condition of his beat, was greatly impressed 
with its need for more schools, —for there were but three 
in the beat, and those summer schools, At the next 
convention he reported seven schools, one or two of 
which were ‘‘ evergreen.”’ 

In Dallas County a man went seven miles every 
Sunday to superintend a school which had but five 
scholars for three months, The school then began to 
increase, and in less than a year a church was estah- 
lished, growing out of that little school. One of the 
leading citizens, who had actively opposed the school 
at first, contributed liberally to the church building, 
stating that nothing had ever accomplished so much 
good for thé neighborhood as that Sunday-school. 
A farmer in this county, whose horses were busy in 
the crop, walked thirty-four miles to and from a dis- 
trict convention. It is enthusiasm like this which 
helps to make ‘‘ banner’’ states in this great work. 

The special meetings at Montgomery and Mobile, 

i** Work and Workers '’ continued on page 237) 
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About the Bible. 
mmond. $1.25. 
American Prohibition Year Book for 1901. 


Compiled by Charles L. 


Compiled by Alonzo E. Wilson. Paper, 15 
cents. 

Body oi “ vist, The. By Charles Gore, M.A., 
D.D. 

Boy Gensel The. By Elizabeth B.. Custer, 
60 cents. 

Crucial Instances. Edith Wharton. $1.50. 

East London. By Walter Besant. $3.50. 


History, Prophecy, and the Monuments. By 
ames Frederick McCurdy, Ph.D., LL.D. 
ol. Ill. $3. 

Old Age and Friendship. By Marcus Tullius 


Cicero. Translated by William Melmoth. 
Paper, to cents. 
Soul, The. By E. T. Collins, M.D. 


$1.50. 
Stage Reminiscences of Mrs. Gilbert, The, 
Edited by Charlotte M. Martin. $1.50, net. 
Tekel. By the Rev. David Tice. $1.25. 
Thirteen Colonies, The. By Helen Ainslie 
Smith. In two parts. $1.50 each. 


Three “tes” © rae By Alice M. 
a oy 
Under Tops gl Tents, By Cyrus Town- 
sénd Brady. - 3% 50. 
a 


BUSINESS 
DEPARTMENT 
Advertising Rate 


8a cents per line, with discount of 10 per cent 
on an advance order of 1,000 or more lines to be 
used. within a year, or fora space of not less than 
one inch each issue fora year. Positions may bs 
contracted for, subject to earlier contracts with 
other advertisers, hy, rovided such positions do not 
conflict with the Publishers’ idea of the general 
make-up of the advertising pages. Positions are 
never guaranteed to any advertisement of less 
than shove inches space. An advertiser contract- 
ing Jor $1,000 worth of space, to be used within 
one year, may have, when practicable, a selected 
position without extra cost, except when the ad- 
vertiser contracts for a wtoneee on the last page. 
For all advertising conditioned on an appearance 
upon the last page, an advance of 20 per cent in 
addition to the regular rate will be charged. 
For inside-page positions, on orders of less than 
$1,000, an ol ae of 20 per cent in addition to 
the regular rate will be charged. All adver 
tisements are subject to approval as to character, 
wording, and display. Advertisers aré free 
to examine the subscription list. at any time. 
For Terms of Subscreption, see page 238. 


The Indian and the Northwest.—A hand- | 
somely illustrated book just issued, bound in | 
cloth and containing 115 pages of interesting | 
historical data relating to the settlement of 
the great Northwest, with fine half-tone 
engravings of Black Hawk, Sitting Bull, 
Red Cloud, and other noted chiefs ; Custer’s 
battle-ground, and ten colored map plates 
showing location of the various tribes dating 
back to 1600. A careful review of the book 
impresses one that it is a valued contribution 
to the history of these early pioneers; and 
a copy should be in every library.. .Price, 
§0 cents per copy. Mailed, postage prepaid, 
upon receipt of this amount by W. B. Knis- 
kern, 22 Fifth Avenue, Chicago, Ill. 





$50.00 to California and Back. this Sum- 
mer.—aAn illustrated book, which will, be of 
much interest to all who are expecting to 
take advantage of the low rates to California 
this summer, at the time of the Epworth 
League Convention, to be held in San Fran- 
cisco in July, has just been issued by the 
Chicago & North-Western R’y. Much valu- 
able information is given relating to the 
state, variable routes, etc. The rate via this 
line will be only $§0.00 for the round trip 
from Chicago, with corresponding rates from 
other points. Copy of this book. may he 
had free upon application to Mr, W. B. 
Kniskern, 22 Fifth Ave., Chicago, Ill. 
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SUNDAY-SCHOOL BOOKS 


Our specialty is supplying approved 
books from all publishers and at liberal 
discounts to Sunday-schools. Fifty years’ 
experience. Send for our lists. of over 
thousand volumes. 
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Francisco, July 18-28. 


with greater comfort. 


Fe Route. 


Extremely low round-trip rates ; 
of routes returning ; open to everybody. 


worth League 
alifornia Excursions 


Account Fifth International Convention of Epworth League, San 


San Francisco is an ideal summer resort—weather always cool: 

Trip thither in summer, across high tablelands of New Mexico and 
Arizona, is pleasant—air bracing, no oppressive heat.or dust. 

Best way to go is wia Santa Fe Route, only line under dne manage- 
ment, Chicago to San Francisco ; 
Harvey meal service, personally-conducted excursions. 

On the way visit Indian pueblos, and: petrified forests, also Grand 
Cafion of Arizona—world’s greatest scenic spectacle, now easily accessible. 

See Southern California—its noted resort hotels, idyllic _ valleys, 
majestic mountains, smooth beaches and lovely islands, its old missions, 
its semi-tropic fruits and flowers, ifs great oil wells. 
section reached via Santa Fe Route cheaper than most other lines and 


three daily trains to California, Fred 


This important 


liberal stop-over privileges ; choice 
All ticket agents sell 77a Santa 


Descriptive literature on request. 
Address Orro Faas, Pass. Agt., A. T. & S. F. R’y, 7x1 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


Santa Fe Route 











Pocket Map of China,—Latest indexed 


map of Chinese Empire, with enlarged map | 
of portion of China where difficulty exists, | 


and other valuable information relating to 
present crisis. Copy mailed on receipt of 
two cents in postage, by W. B.' Kniskern, 
22 Fifth Ave.. Chicago; Til. 
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(“* Work and Workers ”’ continued) 


March 8 and 10, visited by the Trans- 
continental party, created great enthusi- 
asm in these localities. 


Work Among the Colored People 


In regard to work among the colored 
people of the South, the Rev. L. B. -Max- 
well reports a general co-operative spirit, 
especially in South Carolina, Georgia, 
and Florida, where he now finds no op- 
position whatever to the organized work. 
The especial aim during the last year has 
been to ‘‘sweep the streets'' for the col- 
ored children, and get them al] into 
the Sunday-schools. Then the problem 
‘« How and what shall we teach them ?" 
is. considered. 

sine a result of his labors, there neve 

ized 250 teachers’ -meetings, 
poet fifty Home Departments, and a 
great many training-classes in the vari- 
ous Sunday-schools of these states. The 
state of North Carolina has a good Asso- 


ciation and twenty-five county organiza- 
tions ; fourteen are in good condition now. 


In ‘Georgia, 1o2 of the 137 counties | 


have been organized, besides several local 
of precinct organizations, —as many as 
four or five in each county. Twenty- 
three of these county organizations have 
died, seventy-nine remain, and thirty-six 
are now in fairly good condition ; the 
other forty-three are holding. together. 
Florida has ten county organizations, 


and about twenty local organizations, | 


though not a very ‘‘live’’ Association. 

Alabama has had a State Association, 
but they are doing but little organization 
work, if any. There are but three good 
county organizations in the state. 

Tennessee has fifteen county organiza- 
tiens. It has no State Association, but 
will organize in the spring. 

Mr. Maxwell gives an_ illustration 
showing what organization will do, In 
a little village town in Middle Georgia 
there were three churches, —a Methodist, 
with fifty-three members ; a Baptist, with 
forty members ; and a little Presbyterian, 
which had only ten members. The Méth- 
odists and Baptists had very fine schools, 
and were perfectly satisfied with them, 
A meeting was held, at which the three 
churches were represented. A day-school 
teacher was present, and we found there 
were 192 children in her school. The 
Sunday-schools combined contained but 
103, which, to our surprise, left fifty per 
cent of the children outside of any Sun- 
day-school, The Baptists said they had 
never met with the Methodists before, 
and supposed all the children not in their 
school went to the Methodist or Presby- 
terian school. The others gave a like 
explanation. ‘They went out to change 
the condition. Five orsix months after, 
the Methodist scheol had increased to 
seventy, the Baptist had gone up to sixty, 
and that little Presbyterian school num- 
bered forty. 


Mississippi 


Very few counties of this state are 
organized, and the State Association it- 
self is not in the best working condition. 
Special. meetings held at Jackson and 
Vicksburg, March i5, however, showed 
hundreéds..of interested people, and it is 
hoped these will carry life to others along 
the lire, and into the places wi.ere the 
great work of organization and tl.e atten- 
dant blessings ‘is unknown, and not un- 
derstood. 

Last summer the State Association em- 
ployed a field worker for two months. 
He was sent to a county in the south- 
eastern part of the state, where he had 
to go a distance of twelve miles from the 
railroad. When he arrived at the county- 
site, a village of 150 or 200 people, he 
found no preparation had been made 
for his coming. He asked a hearing, 
and the superintendent of the Sunday- 


(** Work and Wérkérs "’ continued on page 239) 
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Steinway & Sons’ 


Sale Extraordinary of 


Steinway Grand Pianos 


(Second Hand) 


for Homes, Churches, Guilds and Schools 


You are about to buy a piano. You wish the best but the price is prohibitive. 

How can maximum merit and minimum expenditure be reconciled? 

Not by taking an inferior piano at a small price because it isnew. The moment 
it enters your possession it becomes second hand to every one but yourself, and being 
inferior to begin with you really possess nothing to justify your expenditure. 

Purchase a fine instrument of the best possible construction at second hand and 
you secure all the inherent value of a first class make at a greatly reduced price. 

_ A used Steinway is better than a new piano of any other make. 

It lasts longer and its tone is infinitely more beautiful. In fact the astonishing 
durability of the Steinway construction makes the life of a Steinway piano practi- 
cally unlimited. Steinway pianos made almost fifty years ago are now in daily 
From the first Steinway piano placed on the market to those now issuing from the 
factory the output of each year has been the criterion by which the progress of the 
art of piano making has been measured and every Steinway piano in existence has 
done its part in building up the extraordinary reputation of the house. 

At the prices at which these used Steinway pianos are offered they are as sound 


an investment as a U. S. Government Bond. 


The used Steinway pianos now offered for sale are instruments which have been 
sent out on concert tournees or exchanged for other styles. Some of them have 
seen but little service and all are in good condition for public or private use. 

We offer used Steinway Grands at the exceptional price of $300 and upward. 


Correspondence solicited. 


STEINWAY & SONS, New York City. 
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O SECURE. individual subscriptions to 
The Sunday School Times. A rare 
Opportunity to increase your income 
in a way that will greatly benefit the 
Sunday-school teachers of your neighborhood. 
The Publishers will be glad to send full infor- 
mation -about the plan to any who will take 
advantage of the opportunity. Thousands now 
subscribe at the one-dollar individual subscrip- 
tion rate,— thousands more can readily be 
secured, Will you try it? 








The Sunday School Times Company 
1031 Walnut Street # # # Philadelphia, Pa. 











Samples ‘Dress Goods, 


FREE Senses 


You can’t afford to hte ae chance to get fine goods 

at mill prices. You save all the dealer's mt om and 
can almost buy two dresses for usual price of one. 
Choice materials for grown Nae mee priced 
dainty novelties for children. rite to-Sew for for 
samples and printed matter PR oa. fuller information 
and references. Also interesting offer by 
which anyone forming a “ club” wae 6 ae 


FAIRHILL WOOLEN MILLS, PHILADELPHIA 






































Light on the 
Story of Jonah 


By H. Clay Trumbull 


The story of Jonah, or anything tendi 
toward an e ation of it, has a dais 
upon the attention of every Bible-reader. 

Dr. i bri to bear upon it 
woriby of tee wa of diviaton 

y of the consideration of all readers 
of the Bible. 

19 pages. (5% (5% X7% inches), with illus- 
booksellers, vy mask ‘peiugen: be be 
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blishers. 
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Subscription Rates 


The School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, for either old or 
new subscribers. ‘hese rates include postage : 


7 5 t Five or more copies, either to 

cts. separate addresses or in a pack- 
age to one address, will be sent at the rate of 75 
cents each per year. 


$ 1.00 One copy, or any number of copies 
. less than five, will be sent to sepa- 
rate addresses at $1.00 each, per year, 


One fr ddi- 
Free Copies {ona wit be sowed 


for every ten copies paid for in a club at the 75 
cent rate. “ 


Questions Answered about the 
Subscription Terms 


Additions may be made at an 
Additions time to a ein -seuh additional 
subscriptions to expire a* the same time with the club 
as originally orderec, and the rate to be the propor- 
tleonate share of the yearly club rates in force at the 
time the addition is made. 
Subscribers to whom the is 
How Papers mailed, separately, at the rate of 
are feo s 75 iy ll a ae can — 
he address c at an me 
Addressed without charge. e R 
The paper is not sent to any subscriber beyond 
the time paid for, unless by specicl request. 
copter of any one issue of the paper to enable 
all the teachers of a school toexamine it, will be sent 
(ree, upon applicati 
x 


on. 
FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

‘The Sunday School ‘Times will be sent to any of the 
countries embraced in the Universal Postal Usion at 
the following rate, which includes postage : 

One or more copies, one year, 6 shillings each. 

For Great Hritain, Messrs. Hodder and Stoughton, 
27 Paternoster Row, | ondon, E. C., will receive yearly 
ot half-yearly subscriptions at the above rates, the 
paper to be mailed direct from Philadelphia to the sub- 
scribers. 

THE SUNDAY SCHOOL, TIMES Co., Publishers, 
to3t Walnut Street, Philadelphia. Pa. 
P.O, ox 1550. 
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Bank 
Wrecking 


and 


Bank Wreckers 
By Hon. James H. Eckels 


Ex-Comptrolier of the Currency 
A vivid paper on bank wrecking 
and bank wreckers— the history 
of some famous failures — prac- 
tical business precautions — how 
to guard against stealing by trusted 
employees. One in a series of 
Tales of the Banker, to appear in 


PRP SUE 


1728 by Guubeath Overbana. 





ab ly 
Ketabtished 


Kew having 0 eireulation of over 300,000 copies 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


a ee 
YOUNG PEOPLE'S o&@ — 
MEETING | 


April 28, 1901. 
Psa. 65 : 1-4; 61 


Fidelity to Pledges. | 


1-8; 116: 12-14. 





Daily Readings for Preceding Wek 

MONn.—Covenant making (Exod. 19 : 1-8). 

TUES.—God's pledge to us (Psa. tir : 
I-10.) 

WED.—The need of pledges (Deut. 29 : 
9-13). 

THURS.—A pledge ‘“‘to God” (Eccl. 5 : 
1-7). 

FRI.—Its sacredness (Num. 30: 2; Deut. 
23 : 21-23). 

SAT.—Personal influence (1 Thess. 1 : 1-10). 











| IFE is intended to be a continual | 
advance. Many things resist our | 
progress. Lethargy, inertia, tiny obsta- | 
cles, coarser opposition, We need to | 
make use of all possible helps. One of 
the most reasonable, practicable, and 
scriptural, is a promise, pledge, or cove- | 
nant. It sets a mark to which we must | 
attain. It incurs for us an obligation 
that compels redemption, It is like an | 
iron rod driven into an icy mountain | 
side, to which, in our ascent, we draw 
ourselves up. 

Sometimes men say that they do not 
like to make pledges. But no man can 
avoid incurring obligations to the future. 
Every plan he launches, every project he 
undertakes, is a form of covenant, and 
involves the principle of vows. Our. 
whole business life rests on a system of | 
credit which is essentially a huge net- | 
work of promises and obligations. Ina 
very simple state of society men are free 
from these, but as civilization advances 
they grow more and more extensive and 
comprehensive. 


A pledge or covenant is one of the | 
wor hiest tings in life. The marriage! 
vow and the vow of Christian disciple- | 
ship are the noblest acts of human hearts. | 
All our life should be a continual cove- 
nanting. We set an ideal. We pledge 
ourselves to attain it. We reach it, and 
set another farther on. This is the very | 
true and fitting manner of life. 

The richest life is the life of most out-- 
reachings, fullest of resolutions to be and 





|to do more and better. We recognize 
this when we speak of such and such a 
life as ‘‘full of promise.’ We mean 
th:t it has capacities for great things. 
| Ant we call these ‘‘promises,"’ and 
‘lament when such a life fails to fulfil 
and redeem the promise of .ts earlier | 
days. 


< 


The fine thing about yout’ is its readi- 
ness to promisé. ‘‘] am going to do 
this ;"" «i will do that,’’ the youth 
says. And-the promise involves the at- | 
tempt, and whether success comes soon 
or ‘late, the very effort after it was a 
blessing, and added to the noble disci- 
pline of life. 

There are .some who.are willing .to | 
make promises to themselves, or secretly 

God, whe shrink from making them | 





constitutes to us, being what we are, an 





known to men. But if a promise is! 
known fo all the innumerable unseen 
spirits, to God, and ail the hosts of 
heaven, it is a small matter that man 
also*should know it. . ‘‘ But I may fail,"’ | 
men say. But even so, if God and all | 
the unseen cloud of witnesses behold our 
failure, man’s knowledge of it is a trifle. 


« 
And yet the very fact that men know 


added incentive to redeem our pledge. | 


| We often feel the grip of man's thought 
'about us as we do not feel the grip of 
| God's. 


And we need, in our human 
weakness, every such incentive and spur | 
as this. 

And we may often carry with us in | 
this way men and women who need the 


|stimulus and help of association, and | 


who will do the right because others will | 
resolve to do it.. If every Christian were | 
a secret disciple, what would become of | 
the church? What a power there is in 
its solid ranks, its united strength, its 
common covenant with the living God ! 


% 


God does not hesitate to make prom- 
ises. He commits himself. The glory 
of his nature is thatit lays itself open to 
men and pledges itself to them. We 
are likest him when we rise above our- 
selves, and go out of ourselves, as we do 
when before his eyes and the eyes of 
men we covenant to move beyond the 
past, to surmount ourselves by promising 
more than we are, and redeeming our 
promise. 

Our life is a race. And what is a race 
but a promise, an outreaching? The 
runner has his goal set for him. His 
race is a redemption of his covenant to 
reach that goal first. And he fixes his 
eye, not on the ground at his feet, but 
on the goal at the end. That is just 
what we are doing when we make and 
redeem our promise to Jesus Christ. 








* Just Like Papa” 


Children Glad to Have Their Coffee Like the 
Parents 


More than any of the old folks realize, the 
little folks at the table like to have food and 
drink the same as father and mother. 

Perhaps you can remember the time when a 
forkful of the meat or potato, ora sip from the 
cup that your father or mother was using, 
seemed to possess some remarkable merit and 
flavor. 

If children can be given a strong, nourishing 
food-drink such as Postum Food Coffee, it 
more than satisfies their desire'to have things 


like the older folks, and at the same time gives | 


them a drink they love and fatten on. 

A lady up in Oakes, North Dakota, says that 
since their family have been drinking Postum 
the children are stronger and better than ever 
before, and are so glad to think they can have 
coffee to drink ** just like papa."’ 

‘The husband and father was taken sick with 
a very severe attack of stomach trouble, and 
had to give up work, being confined to the 
house for some weeks, suffering greatly. For 


| some time he had been in the habit of drinking 


coffee fer breakfast, and tea for dinner and sup- 
per. The wife writes: ‘' After reading some of 
your advertisements, we wondered if coffee and 
tea had not been the cause of his sickness. 

‘We finally decided to have him quit tea 
and coffee, and try Postum Food Coffee. He 
dates his recovery from the day he commenced 
to drink Postum, and has not had to stop work 
from sickness since then. 

“Some years ago I tied a package of 
Postum, and did not like it, but I know now 
that it was because I did not make it right. It 
is easy to make good Postum if the simple di- 
rections are followed. The only failure is when 
people do not boil it long enough. 

“Please do not publish my name. I am 
always ready to tell, however, of the merits of 
Postum."" Name given by the Postum Cereal 





Vet. 43, NO. 15 


yf you look at a dozen com: 
mon lamp-chimneys, and 
then at Macbeth’s “pearl top” 
or “pearl glass,” you will see 
the differences—all but one— 
they break from heat; Mac- 
beth’s don’t; you can’t see that. 
Common glass is misty, 
milky, dusty; you can’t see 
through it ; Macbeth’s:is clear. 
Tough, clear glass is worth fine work; 
and a perfect chimney of fine tough 
glass is worth a hundred such as you 


hear pop, clash on the least provcation. 


Our “Index” desc-ibes a7 lamps ard their 
ght pp Pan > you can anes — 
t size pe of chimney for any lamp. 

We maii it FREE to any one whe wriees for it. . 








tion, r900, Highest Award. 


Paris Exposi! 
The Grand Prize for Bookbinding 
and Oxford India Paper. 


Oxford Teachers’ Bibles 


REFERENCE CONCORDANCE 


Light, Thin, Compact, Beautifully Printed 
on Oxford India Paper 





Just Published! 
The Ideal Book for Bible Students 


™ Oxford Two-Version Bible 
With References. Large Type Edition 
Being the Authorized Version with the difference 

of the Revised Version printed in the margins, so 

that both texts can be read from the same page. 

Size, 8%X5%X%. Printe:! on fine white and the 

famous Oxford India Papers. 

For sale by all booksellers. Send for catalogue. 


OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS 
American Branch : 91 and 93 Fifth Ave.,N.Y. 











DALY. BIBLE READING, «5 cents a year. Cir- 
¢ ion 6,000 monthly. Sample copy free. Write 
G J. BURTON, Editor, Chris. Univ., Canton, Mo. 


Now is the Time 


To make preparations for a special service for 


CHILDREN’S DAY 


In the following list you will find some of the most 
original and attractive services ever published : 
Character Building, Single copy, 5c. 














eee ne sleds and Flewers Per cree PSs 
. . ° er hundred, $4. 
} Fircaca All prepaid. 


Samples of the above, roc. 


For 2s5c. you will receive samples of the above 
services and a year’s subscription to The Tullar- 
Meredith Co.'s rly anu The Sunshine 


Serial (bi-monthly). 


108 Washington St. Tedlat/foreding 


icago. 
1901——_HALL-MACK CO.’S———1901 


Children’s Day Services 


Better and brighter than ever. 
Time of Beauty ) Send ro cents in 
Perfume of Flowers be wand samples 
t le 
The Coronation j — 
Music t-~ J. Lincoln Hall, C. Austin Miles, Maurice A. 
Cliftor vd others. Attractive exercises, recitations, 
proc i » i Is, etc. Solos, duets, 
choruses. Complete in every detail. $4.00 per hun- 
dred, postpaid. Single copies, 5 cents each. 
HA MACK CO., Publishers, 
1020 A Philadelphia, Pa. 


150 sth Ave. 
ew York. 











SACRED SONGS 


Nos. 1 and 2 Combined 
By Sankey, McGranahan, and Stebbins 
430 NEW AND MOST USEFUL POPULAR 
HYMNS AND TUNES OF THE DAY. 


The Strongest, Most Satisfactory Collection now 
offered for SunNDaY-scHOOLS,.YounGc. Prorue’s, and 
Mip-weex Meerincs. $45.00 per 100. Sample 
post free, 45 cents. 
The Bigiow 








Co., Ltd, at Battle Creek, Mick. ~ 


& Main Co., New York and Chicago 
Gems 
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(* Work and Workers” continued) 
school in the place sent around the town. 
Fifteen or twenty people, at least one- 
half of them children, gathered in the 
church ; the work was presented, and 
those present decided to organize the 
county. Within six months a conven- 
tion was held here, and there were dele- 
gates from all parts of the county ; quite 
a good deal of enthusiasm was created, 
and the indications are now that they 
will have 2 banner county at the next 
state convention. 

This work has been extended te one 
or two other counties, and the results 
are so encouraging that it seems only 
fair to presuppose that a little time and 
a good field worker would bring Mis- 
sissippi into line with the other well- 
organized states ef sur Union. 


Louisiana 


Many discouragements have come te 
the workers in this state during the past 
year, and, although the enthusiasm was 
so marked, and the outlook so bright, 
last year, at the close of the Baton Rouge 
convention, not very much progress has 
been made in organized work. The 
attempt to secure a field worker was 
futiie ; it was impossible to get. an able 
corresponding secretary ; of the forty-six 
vice-presidents written to for statistics 
but fifteen replied, and-the hands of the 
executive committee have been practi- 
cally tied. The state president and the 
Home Department superintendent both 
resigned during the year. 

Notwithstanding, some excellent re- 
ports were made at the fifteenth annual 
convention, held in New Orleans, March 
12-14, where a larger number (125) of 
outside delegates was welcomed than had 
ever attended a state convention in Lou- 
isiana before, and the sessions were well 
attended, besides, by local workers. 

More work has been done in New Or- 
leans parish than all others put together. 
In the city of New Orleans, last January, 
a successful house-to-house canvass was 
carried out, conducted by Hugh Cork, 
and good results have followed in in- 
creased attendance at Sunday-schools and 
churches since then. One thousand cane 
vassers took 36,046 records. The visitors 
were well received everywhere, and, al- 
though the Jewish people would take no 
part with the workers, yet, after it was 
over, one of the rabbis thanked them, 
and stated that there were at least five 
hundred Jewish families reported who 
had no association with any synagogue, 
and he sent the workers, unsolicited, a 
substantial contribution of twenty-five 
dollars.. Two hundred and forty-nine 
cards were placed in the hands of a pas- 
tor who would have nothing to do with 
the canvass. The Roman Catholics took 
no direct interest in the canvass, but re- 
ceived the visitors well. A call was made 
at the house of an old Irish woman, who 
said quickly she was a Catholic, and her 
husband was a Catholic aiso, and. then 
she at once wanted to know what the 
visitor was, On being told that she was 
a Protestant, the woman said, ‘‘ Well, 
I'm delighted that you've come here! 
I want you to report that husband of 
mine in church to-morrow morning ; he’s 
not been in church for five years !’’ - The 
information was sent to the priest,—to 
what effect, however, is not known. 

In all parishes where conventions were 
held during the year Sunday-school work 
is progressing well. A few. flourishing 
Home Departments were reported, and 
many more are in prospect. 

One thousand dollars was pledged for 
coming work, and Mr. A. M. Mayo, of 
Lake Charles, was elected president. The 
other officers continue to act : Thomas G. 
Hardie, treasurer ; E. P. Mackie, Interna- 
tional committeeman ; J. L. Westbrook, 
recording secretary ; and R. -H. Browne, 
chairman executive committee, with ten 
metn bers. 
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Bound hand and foot te household drudgery, scrub- 
bing and rubbing day in and day out, doing your cleaning 
in the hard, old-fashioned way—woman, why do you do 
it? Break away and use 


DU 








ST 


Powder 


This famous cleanser has proven the emancipation 
of thousands of other women—why not yours? Let 
Gold Dust do more of the work, you do more of the 


play. For greatest economy 


buy our large package. 


THE N. K. FAIRBANK COMPANY 


Chicago 6&t.Louis New York 





Beston Philadciphia Montreal 
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equipment : : 
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Catalogues wi 


EARN 


Chicago retal] stores, standard makes, 
many good as new, to close out 


DO NOT BUY tony pric 


10 DAYS’ FREE TRIAL 


We ship our wheels anywhere on 
and allow ten days’ free 
absolutely no risk in ordering frem us. 
BEST MAKES 

GUARANTEED 


approval, without a cent deposit, 
free trial. Don't bey Mf & den’e ule, you. You take 


1901 MODELS, $10 t $18 
1900 Models, dS%., $7 t $12 


All brand New Machines guaranteed during year, ote * best standard 
Mesinger and 
Record “A” or 
handle bars; everything first-class. Let us ship you one on approval. 


Hunt Hygienic saddies, Banner pedals, 
organ & Wright tires, adjustable and reversible 


SECOND-HAND WHEELS taken in trade $3 to $8 


‘ou have written for our FAC- 
and PREE TRIAL OFFER. 


th large raphic engravings of Bicy- 
cles and full detailed specifications sent free to any aie 
Our oti 1 ahte om 
ten days’ FR. 
guarantee of our good faith and the quality of eur wheels. 


without a cent oan, and allow 
are made xo every one, and are an absolute 


distributing catalogues 


A BICYCLE 


Write to us to-day 


MEAD CYCLE (0. ., Dept. 81 1, CHICAGO 





oe 


additte 
thing | ihe the 





everything. 












Cut rr advertisement out, and 
to us, and we will send you 


if found perfectly satisfa: infactory yee es % 
: o.on and es good a machine as you cou 














child can 










‘soossaneten ; 
of seollioe. 1 oil-can fi ae with oil, ond a complete fastrection book whic 
thing 50 plain that a 
we een pay addition to 


machine. ane 75 = = 








foot attachments i ont +7 es 1 = hemn fler 
Siig la plate, r see. r Perr i jieciuding xf ex; r of hem 
different ‘wid to an iach. n order ew oe extra foot weak y= 
‘t chs Cisndtal rowley ng-eotains wes 


dire SEARS, ROE SULIC SCO CHICK 


ne 





and taking orders for 
us in your town. Fen, ae Ree SSP Se COL OEY Oh Ee Re ane 
your own wheel free. 


B..& B. 
Waists 


with style to them 


Never such a season for daintily dressy 
| fashions— waists especially. 

And the plan on which we’re doing the 
business, fairly considered, can’t help but 
interest all who want choice waists. 

Uncommonly pretty—as effective as most 
expert fashioners and exceptional talent can 
make them. 

Variety immense—store known for having 
what people want. 

New white waists, 75c. to pepe 14 

New colored wash waists, 35c. to 


Write for our new Spring Catalogue, which 
pictures new waists om aad fashions. 

Styles and = that will convincingly 
profit you to know of before ey buying’s 
oe make more pleased customers 

r us 

Note the smartness of the $1.00 
— waists and the $1.25 white 


“BOGGS & BUHL 
Dept. S. T. Allegheny, Pa. 































THE SUNDAY 




















































The Cook of Spotiess Town you see 
Who takes the cake as you'll agree, 
She holds it in her fingers now. 

It isn’t light—but anyhow 

’Twill lighten her domestic woe— 
A cake of plain SAPOLIO. 


Where there is good cooking the 
dresser will always be full of well kept 
tins and cooking utensils. Every thing 


pans can be scoured with 


SAPOLIO 


till they look like new, and half the 
drudgery of cooking will be saved if 
there is never any accumulation of 
grease to fight. 


































THE MORROW 
Coaster Brake 
guarantees you Ab- 
ute Comfort and 


re Gyre 

{ps its any wheel. 
our wheel always 

under control. Secur- 

ity on hills. A luxury 

on the level. ou 
ide 


year. Sold by all deal- 
ers. Booklet free 





ECLIPSE MFS. CO. 
30 AVE., ELMIRA, A. Y. 

















Comes from Brain 


Phosphates Found on the Skin and 
Thrown Out from Pores 


We know that active brain work throws out 


from muffin rings to the heavy baking § | 































the phosphate of potash, for this product is 
found on the skin after excessive brain work, 
therefore, brain workers, in order to keep well, 
must have proper food containing phosphate of 
potash to quickly and surely rebuild the used- 
up tissue. That one can obtain such food has 
been proven in thousands of cases among 
users of Grape-Nuts Food. 

This contains phosphate of potash in minute 
particles, just as it is furnished by nature in 
the grains. 

This product makes from albumen the gray 
matter that builds the brain and fills the nerve 
centers. 

In no way can this gray matter be made 
except by the action of phosphate of potash 
upon albumen, and this mineral should be in- 
troduced to the body just as it comes from 
Nature's laboratory, and not from the drug- 
store. The system is more or less fastidious 
about taking up the needed elements, and, as 
might be suspected, it will favor the products of 
Mother Nature rather than the products of the 
drug-shop, however valuable the last may be 
for certain uses. 

Lawyers, journalists, aoctors, ministers, busi- 
ness men, and others, who earn their living by 
the use of the brain, are using Grape-Nuts 
Food. It is manufactured for a reason, and 
was originated by an expert. The regenerative 
value of the Food has been demonstrated be- 
yond question. 





$10 SECURES $400 LOT 
IN GREATER NEW YORK 


Free Trip to New York City and Return 


$2,000,000 Insures Your Investment — The Astors’ 
Way of Making Money Made Possible to Small Investors 
—$i0 Secures $400 Lot Which is Guaranteed to be 
Worth $500 Before One Year from Date of Purchase 
—We Take All Risk—Read Every Word. 


HE largest, most reliable. most successiu: 


Real Estate C y in the , Wood, 
Co., of New York City, are so positive that th ompany in world, Wood, Harmon, & 


‘ hat the vaiues of their lots will increase 25 per cent during 
the year 1gor, that they will guarantee tnis increase to any investor; in case they cannot show it, 
they will agree to return all money paid them with 6 per cent interest. We have one of the grandest 
opportunities of a lifetime for the small investor to make money,—we give as good security as the 
strongest savings bank, and, instead of the 4 per cent interest on deposits, we can guarantee over 25 per 
cent. We thoroughly believe the lot which we now sell for $400 will in 10 years bring $4,000, in 20 years 
from $20,000 upwards. If you will carefully study this communication, you wiil see our reasons. 

The Astors and our wealthiest families. have made their money from the increase in value of real 
estate, You can prove this point i will take the pains to look it up. New York City property has 
increased in value more than that of any other place, ause of its enormous growth in ulation, and 
this growth of values and Se ere i is still going on. Since the consolidation of New York and Rrook- 
lyn, the increased facilities of rapid transit by bridge, trolley, and elevated, the immense tide of increased 
population has turned Brooklynward. The attention of the public has been called to the great advan- 
tages of Krooxlyn, because it is only in that section that New York can grow. Please note that point, as 
it is the key-note to che situation. The influx of people into Brooklyn is so great as to severely tax 
Brooklyn Bridge. As a resuit, new bridges are veing built (one oi which is nearl completed), and 
tunnels are being dug beneath the East River. Not only is Brook!yz Borough the only section in which 
New York can grow, but property in old New York City, the same distance from City Hall, would cost 
20 to 40 times the money. Note that point carefully ; it is absolutely true. 

Listen to Our Story, It is our business to study conditions existing or possible in the various cities 
of the United “tates, and we have aided in the development of 25 different cities. After 12 years’ careful 
study in New York without purchasing, in 1898 we saw the trend of affairs, and before the consolidation 
of New York and poenye we bought over 1,100 acres of the choicest land in Brooklyn, and which is 
now in the heart of that borough. ‘This land is only 3% miles from Brooklyn Bridge, and is oniy 35 
minutes from New York City Hall. We have over $2,000,000 invested in this land, and are making it 
one of the most beautiful — of New York. The growth of the city, together with our improvements, 
have increased the value of the property over 25 per cent since a year ago, and we feel so sure that the 
increase will be at leact the same, that we think there is ro risk in guaranteeing it. 


Listen to Our Proposition. Our property is improved in exact accordance with city specifications, 
—streets, 60, 80, and 100 feet wide, built to city grade, bordered on each side by 5-feet granolithic cemer- 
tine sidewalks, flower beds, and shrubbery city water, gas, etc., all at our expense. For $10 down and 
$1.50 per week, or $6.00 per month, we sell you a regular New York City lot, subject to the following 
guarantees from us: 

If, at the expiration of the year 1901, this lot is not worth $500.00, based on the price at which our corps 
of salesmen will then be selling similar lots, we will refund all of the money you have paid us, with 6 per 
cent interest additional. 

If you should die at any time before payments have been completed, we will give to your heirs a deed 
to the lot without further cost. 

If you should get out of employment or be sick, you will not forfeit the land, 

Titles are guaranteed to us by the Title Guarantee & Trust Co. of New York. 


Note References. The Commercial Agencies, 20 National Banks, and 30,000 customers all 
ovér the United States, and especially the one at the bottom of this page ; this is only one of a thousarftl. 

You will note three distinct points of advantage in this proposition. First, it is a life insurance for 
your family ; second, it enables you to pay in small sums as you would in your savings bank, and can- 
not cramp you ; and, third. it enables you to participate in the great growth of values in New York real 
estate, My ich are due to natural conditions ; and, furthermore, the three advantages are absoluteiy with- 
out risk. 


Free Trip to New York. As a further guarantee of good faith, we agree, with all persons living 
east of Chicago, to pay you in cash the cost of your railroad fare to New York and return if you visit our 
property and find one word of this advertisement a misrepresentation, or, in case you buy, tv credit 
cost of the trip to you on your purchase; to those living farther awa than Chicago, we will pay that 
proportion equal to cost of fare to Chicago and return. fe would advise you, if you are satisfied, to 
send first payment $ro in cash, at our risk, immediately, anc we will select the very best lot for you. 
Or, if you desire further particulars, to write immediately fo. maps, details, and information. It will 
cost you nothing to tind out and thoroughly satisfy yourself. We solicit closest investigation. Refer- 
ences by nundreds ; our reputation is national. 


WOOD, HARMON, & CO., 22%2howar, NEW YORK 


The following testimonial was given us by The Nassau National Bank : ‘ f 
“ There is no doubt the property offered by Wood, Harmon, & Co.. in the ‘l'wenty-ninth Ward, rep- 
resents one of the best investments a man o: limited income can possibly make within the corporate 
limits of Greater New York. It can be said without hesitancy that Wood, Harmon, & Co. are perfectl 
reliable. and are worthy the fullest confidence of the investor, whether he resides in Greater New Yor 
or any other section of the United States. 
“THE NASSAU NATIONAL BANK OF BROOKLYN,” 

















combines Strength, Purity and Solubility. A breakfast-cup- 
ful of this delicious costs less than one cent. 
Bold at all grocery stores—order it next time. 











| all figures. Always superior in 


APRIL 13, 1901 





FERRIS’ 


Good Sense Waist 


Plays with ease, studies in com- 
fort, grows in grace. It is the 
ideal garment for growing girls of 
all ages. Shoulder straps kee 
the figure naturally erect; strap 
buttons hold all other garments. 
Ferris’ Good Sense Corset 
Waists are made also for Ladies 


and Misses, with high and low 
bust, long and short waist, to suit 


quality and workmanship. L[ilus- 
trated catalogue free. 
For sale by all retailers. 
THE FERRIS BROS. COMPANY, 
341 Broadway, New York. 
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. O'Neill & Co. New York, ya BELL 


; : t perfect, t class bells in the 
r itlustrated catalogue of general merchandise. iy & ce We - 


Meneely & Co., Waterviiet, West Troy P. O., N.Y 


Best and Best-Known 
Tailors and Clothiers 
in Broad America 





The name Wanamaker & Brown 
stamped on clothing is in itself a guar- 
antee of the highest standard of excel- 
lence ; an assurance that no better can 
be made for the price paid ; an earnest 
of our appreciation of the buyer's con- 
fidence ; a pledge to return your money 
if you're not satisfied. This means that 
cloth, tailoring, and fit must please. 

Send for Samples of Cloth 

Give us an idea of character of goods 

referred and price you want to pay. 
We send measurement -blanks with 
plain instructions. 

Prince Albert Suits, to measure, 
$18 to $30 
Sack or Cutaway Suits, to 
measure, $15 up 
Ready-Made Suits, $10 to $25 





Wanamaker & Brown 
Oak Hall j» Philadelphia, Pa. 

















A corn on the toe is sure to go, 
If A*CORN SALVE is used just so. 


mail. 


Giant Chemical Co., Philadelphia. 


| 15 cents. From druggists, or by \ 
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